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July 13, 1883 _______ S. W. Bormg _____________ El Paso_---------· ______ August 14, 1883. 
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CONSTITUTION 
OF THE 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA. 

ADOPTED IN CONVENTION, AT SACRAMENTO, MARCH THIRD, EIGHTEEN HUN­
DRED AND SEVENTY-NINE; RATIFIED BY A VOTE OF THE PEOPLE ON 
WEDNESDAY, MAY SEVENTH, EIGHTEEN HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-NINE. 

PREAMBLE AND DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. 

PRE.AMTIL"I<;, 

We, the People of the State of California, grateful to Almighty God for our freedom, in order 
to secure and perpetuate its blessings, do establish this Constitution. 

AR'rICLE I. 

DECLARATION OF RIGHTS. 

SECTlON J. All men are by nature free and independent, and have certain inalienable rights, 
among which arc those of enjoymg and defending life and liberty; acquiring, possessing, and 
protecting property; and pursumg and obtaming safety and happiness. 

S1',C. 2. All political power js inher0nt in the people. Government is instituted for the 
protection, security, and benefit of the people, and they have the right to alter or reform the 
same whenever the public good may require it. 

SRC. 3. The State of Cahfornia is an 1nseparable part of the .American Union, and the Con­
stitution of the United States is the supreme law of the land. 

SEC. 4. The free exercise and enjoyment of 1·eligious profession and worship, without dis­
crimination or preference, shall forever be guaranteed in this State; and no person shall be 
rendered incompetent to be a witness or juror on account of his opimons on matters of religious 
belief ; but the 1iberty of conscience hereby secured shall not be so construed as to excuse acts 
of licentiousness, or justify practices inconsistent with the peace or safety of this State. 

SEc. 5. 'l'he privilege of the writ of.habeas corpus shall not be suspended unless when, in 
cases of rebellion or invasion, the pubhc safety 1nay require its suspension. 

S,:c, 6. All persons shall be bailable by sufficient sureties, unless for capital offenses when 
the proof is evident or the presumption great. Excessive bail shall not be requhed, nor exces­
sive fines i1nposed; nor shall cruel or unusual punishments be jnihcted. Witnesses shall not 
be unreasonably detained, nor confined in any ro01n where crin1inals are actually imprisoned. 

S,:c. 7. The right of trial by jury shall be secured to all, and remarn inviolate; but in civil 
actions three fourths of the jury may render a verdict. A trial by jury may be waived in all 
crnninal cases, not amounting to felony, by the consent of both parties expressed in open Court, 
and in civil act1011s by the consent of the parties, signified in such manner as may be pre­
scnbed by law. In civil actwns, and cases of misdemeanor, the jury 1nay consist of twelve or 
of any number less than twelve upon which the parties n1ay agree in open Court. 

S1cc. 8. Offenses heretofore required to be prosecuted by indictment shall be prosecuted by 
infor1nation, after examination and c01nmitment by a 1nagistrate, or by indictment, with or 
without such examination and commitment, as may be prescribed by law. A Grand Jury shall 
be clrawn and su1n1noned at least once a year in each county. 

S,:c, 9. Every citizen may freely speak, write, and publish his sentiments on all subjects, 
being responsible for the abuse of that right; and no law shall be passed to restrain or abridge 
the liberty of speech or of the press. In all crimmal prosecutions for libels, the truth may be 
given in evidence to the jury; and if it shall appear to the jury that the matter charged as 

3* 
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libelous is true, and was published with good motives and for justifiabl/ ends, the party shall 
be acguitted; and the jury shall have the right to determine the law and the fact. Indictments 
found, or information laid, for publications Ill newspapers, shalJ be tried in the county where 
such newspapers have their publication office, or m the county where the party alJeged to be 
libeled resided at the time of the aJleged publication, unless the place of trial shall be changed 
for good cause. 

SEc. 10. The people shall have the right to freely assemble together to consult for the 
co1nmon good, to instruct their Representatives, and to petition the Legislature for redress of 
grievances. 

SEC. 11. All laws of a general nature shall have a uniform operation. 
SEO. 12. The rnilitary shall be suborlhnate to the civil po1"rer. No standing army shall be 

kept up by this State in time of peace, and no soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in 
any house without the consent of the owner; nor in time of war, except in the manner pre-
scribed by law. , 

SEC. 13. In criminal prosecut10ns, in any Court whatever, the party accused shall have the 
right to a speedy and public trial; to have the process of the Court to compel the attendance of 
witnesses in his behalf, and to appear and defend, in person and with counsel. No person 
shall be twice put in Jeopardy for the same offense; nor be compelled, in any criminal case, to 
be a witness ag!\inst himself; nor be deprived of life, hberty, or property without due pro­
cess of law.· 'l'he Legislature shall have power to provide for the takjng, in the presence of the 
party accused and his counsel, of deposit10ns of witnesses in criminal cases, other than cases of 
homicide, when there is reason to believe that the witness, from inability or other cause, will 
not attend at the trial. 

SHc. 14. Private property shall not be taken or damaged for public use without just compen­
sation having been first made to, or paid into Court for, the owner, and no right of way shall 
be appropriated to the use of any corporat1011 other than municipal until full compensation 
therefor be first made in money or ascertained and paid into Court for the owner, irrespective 
of any benefit froznany improvement proposed by such corporation; which compensation shall 
be ascertained by a jury, unless ajury he waive<l, asin other c.ivil cases in a Court of record, as 
shall be prescribed by law. 

SEC. 15. No person shall be imprisoned for debt in any mv1l action, on mesne or final 
process, unless in cases of fraud, nor in civil actions for torts, except in cases of willful injury 
to persons or property; and no person shall be imprisoned for a mihtia. fine in time of peace. 

SEC. 16. No bill of attainder, ex post facto law, or law impiming the obligat10n of contracts, 
shall ever be passed. 

SEC. 17. Foreigners of the white race or of African descent,eli"gible to become citizens of the 
United States under the naturalization laws thereof, while bona fide residents of this State, 
shall have the same rights 1n respect to the acquisition, possession, enjoy1nent, transmission, 
and inheritance of property as native-born citizens. 

81<:c. 18. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, unless for the punishment of cri1ne, 
shall ever be tolerated in this State. 

SEc. 19. The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, 
against unreasonable seizures and searches, shall not be violated; and no warrant shall issue, 
but on probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, particularly describing the place to be 
searched, and the persons and things to be seized. 

Ssc. 20. '!.'reason against the State shall consist only in levying war against it, adhering to 
its enemies, or giving them aid and comfort. No person shall be convicted of treai=.:on unless on 
the evidence of two witnesses to the same overt act, or confession in open Court. 

SEC. 21. No special privileges or immumties shalJ ever be granted which may not be altered, 
revoked, or repealed by the Legislature; nor shall any citizen, or class of citizens, be granted 
privileges or immunities which, upon the same terms, shall not be granted to all citizens. 

SEc. 22. The provisions of this Constitution are mandatory and prohibitory, unless by 
express words they are declared to be otherwise. 

S,;c. 23. This enumeration of rights shall not be construed to impair or deny others retained 
by the people. 

S1<0. 24. No property qualification shall ever be required for any person to vote or hold 
office. 

ARTICLE II. 

RIGHT OF SUFFRAGE. 

SECTION 1. Every native male citizen of the United States, every male person who shall 
have acquired the rights of citizenship under or by virtue of the treaty of Queretaro, and every 
male naturalized citizen thereof, who shall have become such ninety days prior to any election, 
of the age of twenty-one years, who shall have been a resident of the State one year next pre­
ceding the election, and of the county in wluch he claims his vote ninety days) and 1n the 
electwn precinct thirty days, shall be entitled to vote at all elections which are now or may 
hereafter be authorized by law; provided, no native of China, no idiot, insane person, or per­
son convicted of any infamous crime, and no person hereafter convicted of the embezzlemer.t 
or misappropriation of public money, shall ever exercise the privileges of an elector in this 
State. 

SEc. 2. Electors shalJ in all cases, except treason, felony, or breach of the peace, be priv­
ileged from n.rrest on the days of elect10n, during their attendance at such election, going to 
and returning therefrom. 
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S,:c, 3. No elector shall be obliged to perform militia duty on the day of election, except in 
time of war or public danger. 

S1cc. 4. For the purpose of voting, no person shall be deemed to have gained or lost a resi­
dence by reason of his presence or absence while employed 111 the service of the United States, 
nor wlule engaged in the navigation of the waters of tins State, or of the United States, or of 
the high seas; nor while a student at any seminary of learning; nor while kept at any alms­
house or other asylum, at public expense; nor while confined in any public prison. 

SEC. 5. All elections by thB people shall bB by ballot. 

ARTICLE III. 

DISTRIBUTION OP POWims. 

SECTION 1. Tim powers of the government of the State of California shall be divided into 
three separate departments-the legislative, executive, and judicial; and no person charged 
with the exercise of powers properly belonging to one of these departments shall exercise any 
functions appertaining to either of the others, except as in this Constitution expressly directed 
or permitted. 

ARTICLE IV. 

LEGISLATIVE DEP ARTl\II<:NT. 

SECTION l. The legislative power of this State shall be vested in a Senate and Assembly, 
which shftll be designated The Leg,sl<eture of the State of California, and the en,ecting cl,euse of 
every law shall be as follows: '"l'he People of the State of California, represented in Senate 
.and Assembly, do enact as follows." 

81,:0. 2. '11ho sess10us of the Legislature shEtll commence at twelve oJclock M., on the first 
:Monday after the first day of January next succeedmg the election of its members, and, after 
the election held in the year eighteen hundrerl and eighty, shall be biennial, unless the Gov­
ernor shall, in the interim, convene the Legislature by proclamation. No pay shall be allowed 
to 1nembers for a longer time than sixty days, except for the first session after the adoption of 
this Const,tutwn,for which they may be allowed pay for one hunrhed days. And no bill shall 
be introduced, iu either House, after the expiration of ninety days from the com1nencernent of 
the first sess10n, nor after fifty days after the c01nmencement, of each succeeding session, with­
out the consent of two thirds of the 1nembers thereof. 

S;;o. 3. Members of the Assembly shall be elected m the year eighteen hundred and seventy­
nine, at the tune and in the 1nanner now provided by law. rrhe second elect1011 of n1embers 
of the Assembly, after the adoption of this Constitut10n, shall be on the first 'l'uesday after the 
first Monday in November, eighteen hundred and eighty. Thereafter, members of the Assem­
bly shall be chosen biennially, and their term of oflice shall be two years; and each election 
shall be on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November, unless otherwise ordered by 
the Legislature. 

Sir.a. 4. Senators shall be chosen for the term of four years, at the sa,me time and places as 
members of the Assembly, and no person shall be a member of the Senate or Assembly who has 
not been a citizen and inhabitant of the State three years, anrl of the district for which he shall 
be chosen ope year, next before his elect10n. 

S,;c, 5. The Senate shall consist of forty members and the Assemlily of eighty members, to 
be elected by districts, numbered as heremafter provided. The seats of the twenty Senators 
elected in the year e1ghteen huudred and eighty-t-..vo, from the odd numbered districts, shall be 
vacated at the expiration of the second yea,r, so that one half of the Senators shall be elected 
every two yea,rs; provided, that all the Senators elected at the first election urnler this Constitu­
\ion shall hold office for the term of three years. 

SEC, 6. For the pmpose of choosing members of the Legislature, the State shall be divided 
into forty senatorial and eighty assembly districts, as nearly equal in population as may be, and 
composed of ·contiguous territory, to be called senu.t01•;a1 and assembly districts. Each sena­
torial district shall choose one Senator, and each assembly Uistrict shall choose one member of 
Assmnbly. rrhe senatorial districts shall be numbered from one to forty, inclus1ve,in numer­
ical order, and the assembly districts shall be numbered from one to eighty, in the same order, 
connnencing at the northern boundary of the State, and endmg at the southern boundary 
thereof. ln the forniation of such districts, no county, ,or city and county, shall be divided, 
unless it contain sufficient population within itself to fonn tv,'o or more districts; nor shall a 
part of any county, or of any city and county, be united with any other county, or city and 
county, m formiug auy district. 'fhe census taken under the direction of the Congress of 
the United States in the year one thousand eight hundred 'and eighty, and every ten years 
!,hereafter, shall be the basis of fixing and adjusting the legislative districts; and the Legisla­
ture shall, at its first session after each census, adjust such drntricts and reapportion the repre­
sentatiou so as to pieserve them as near eq_ual 1n population as 1nay be. But in 1naking such 
adjustineut no persons who are not eligible to become citizens of the United States, under the 
naturalization laws, shall be counted as fol'm1ng a part of the population of any 1listr1ct. Until 
such districtmg as herein provided for shall be made, Senators ond Assemblymen shall be 
elected by the districts according to the apport,iomnent now provided for by law. 

S1w. 7. Each Ifonse shu.11 choose its officers, and judse of the quahfications, elections, and 
returns of its 1neznbers. 
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SEc. 8. A majority of each House shall constitute a quorum to do business, but a smaller 
number may adjourn from day to day, and may compel the attendance of absent members in 
such 1nanner, and under such penalties, as each House may provide. 

SEO. 9. Each House shall determine the rule of its proceeding, and may, with the co:1cur­
rence of two thirds of all the members elected, expel a member. 

S1<0, 10. Each House shall keep a Journal of its proceedings, and publish the same, and the 
yeas and nays of tbe members of either House, on any question, shall, at the desire of any three 
mmnbers present, be entered on the Journal. 

S,;c. 11. Members of the Legislature shall, in all cases except treason, felony, and breach of 
the reace, be privileged from arrest, and shall not be subJect to any c1v1l process during the 
sess10n of the Legislature, nor for fifteen days next before the commencement and after the 
termination of each session. 

S1.;c. 12. When vacancies occur in either House, the Governor, or the person exercising tho 
functions of the Governor, shall issue writs of election to fill such vacancies. 

SEc. 13. The doors of each House shall be open, except on such occasions as, in the opinion 
of the House, may require secrecy. 

SEc. 14. Neither House shall, without the consent of the other, adjourn for more than three 
days, nor to any place other than that in which they may be sittmg. Nor shall the members 
of either House draw pay for any recess or adjournment for a longer time than three days. 

SEc. 15. No law shall be passed except by bill. Nor shall any bill be put uµon its final 
passage until the same, with the amendments thereto, shall have been printed for the use of 
the members; nor shall any bill become a law unless the same be read on three several days in 
each House, unless, in case of urgency, two thirds of the House where such bill may be pend­
ing shall, by a vote of yeas and nays, dispense with this provision. Any bill may originate in 
either House, but may be amended or rejected by the other; and on the :final passage of all bills 
they shall be read at length, and the vote shall be by yeas and nays upon each bill separately, 
and shall be entered on the Journal; and no bill shall become a law without the concurrence 
of a majority of the members elected to each House. 

SEc. 16. Every bill which may have passed the Legislature shall, before it becomes a law, 
be presented to the Governor. If he approve it, he shall sign it; but if not, he shall return it, 
with his objections, to the House in which it originated, which shall enter such objections upon 
the Journal and proceed to reconsider it. If, after such reconsiderat10n, it agam pass both 
Houses, by yeas and nays, two thirds of the members elected to each llouse voting therefor, it 
shall become a law, notwithstandmg the Governor's objections. If any bill shall not be returned 
witbm ten days after it shall have been presented to him (Sundays excepted), the same shall 
become a law in like manner as if he had signed it, unless the Legislature, by adjournment, 
prevents such return, in ,vhich case it shall not become a Jaw, unless the Governor, within ten 
aays after such adjournment (Sundays excepted), shall sign and deposit the same in the office 
of Secretary of State,in which case it shall become a law in like manner as if it had been signed 
by him before adjournment. If any bill presented to the Governor contains several items of 
appropriation of 1noney, he ma.y object to one or 1nore items, while approving other portions of 
the bill. In such case he shall append to the bill, at the time of signing 1t, a statement of the 
items to which he object,s, and the reasons therefor, and the appropriation so objected to shall 
not take effect unless passed over the Governor's veto, as hereinbefore provided. If the Legis­
lature be in session, the Governor shall transmit to the House in which the bill originated a copy 
of such statement, and the items so objected to shall be separately reconsidered in the same 
manner as bills which have been dfaappToved by the Governor. 

SEC, 17. The Assembly shall have the sole power of impeachment, and all impeachments 
shall be tried by the Senate. When sitting for that purpose, the Senators shall be upon oath or 
affirmation, and no person shall be convicted without the concurrence of two thirds of the 1nen1-
bers elected. 

81.;c. 18. The Governor, Lieutenant-Gover11or, Secretary of State, Controller, Treasurer, At­
torney-General, Surveyor-General, Chief Justice and Associate Justices of the Supreme Court, 
and Judges of the Superior Courts, shall be liable to nnpeachment for any m1sde1neanor in 
office; but judgment in such cases shall extend only to removal from office, and disqualification 
to hold any office of honor, trust, or profit under the State; but the party convicted or acquitted 
shall nevertheless be liable to indictment, trial, and punishment according to law. All other 
civil officers shall be tried for misdemeanor in office m such manner as the Legislature may 
provide. 

SEC, rn. No Senator or member of Assembly shall, during the term for which ho shall have 
been elected, be appointed to any civil office• of profit under this State which shall have been 
created, or the emolun1ents of which have been increased, during such terin, except such offices. 
as may be filled by election by the people. 

SEC. 20. No person holding any lucrative office under the United States, or any other 
power, shall be eligible to any civil office of profit under this State; provided, that officers iu 
the militia, who receive no annual salary, local officers, or Postmasters whose cornpensation 
does not exceed five hundred dollars per annum, shall not be deemed to hold lucrative offices. 

SEC, 21. No person convicted of the embezzlement or defalcation of the public funds of the 
United States, or of any State, or of any county or municipality therein, shall ever be eligible 
to any office of honor, trust, or profit under this State, and the Legislature shall provide, by 
Jaw, for the punishment of embezzlement or defalcation as a felony. 

SEo. 22. No money shall be drawn from the treasury but in consequence of appropriations 
made by law, and upon warrants duly drawn thereon by the Controller; and no money shall 
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-ever be appropriated or drawn from the State Treasury for the use or benefit of any corporation, 
associu.t1011, asylum, hospital, or any other 1nstitut10n not under the exclus1ve1nanagement and 
control of the State as a State institution, nor shall any grant or donation of 11roperty ever be 
made thereto by the Btate; provided, that notwithstandmg anything contained m this or any 
other section of tlus Constitut10n, the Legislature shall have the power to grant aid to institu­
tions cond ncted for the support and 1na1nteuance of 1n1nor orphans1 or half 01 phans, or aban­
doned children,or aged persons in indigent circmnstances-such aid to be granted by a uniform 
rule, anrl proportioned to the number of inmates of such respective institut10ns; provided fur­
ther, that the St2,te shall have, at any time, the right to in<1mrc into the management of such 
institut10n; provided further, that whenever any county, or city 'and county, or city, or town, 
shall provide for the support of minor orphans, or half orpbans; or abandoned children, or 
aged persons in indigent circumstances,such county,city and county, city, or town, shall be 
entitled to receive the same pro rata appropriations as may be granted to such institutions 
under church or other control. An accurate statement of the receipts and expenditures of pub­
lic moneys shall be attached to and published with the laws at every regular session of the 
Legislature. 

SEC, 23. The members of the Legislature shall receive for their services a per diem and 
mileage, to be fixed by law, and paid out of the public treasury; such per diem shall not 
exceed eight dollars, and such mileage shall not exceed ten cents per mile, and contmgent 
expenses not exceeding twenty-five dollars ior each session. No increase in compensation or 
mileage shall take effect during the term for which the members of either House shall have 
been elected, and tho pay of no attache shall be increased after he is elected or appointed. 

SEC, 24. Every Act shall embrace but one subject, which subject shall be expressed in its 
title. But if any subject shall be embraced in an Act which shall not b<> expressed in its title, 
such Act shall be void only as to so much thereof as shall not be expressed in its title. No law 
shall be revised or amended by reference to its title; but in such case the Act revised or section 
amended shall be reenacted and published at length as revised or amended; and all laws of the 
State of California, and all official writ1ngs, and the executive, legislative, and jud1mal pro• 
-ceedings shall be conducted, preserved, and published in no other than the English language. 

SEO. 25, The Legislature shall not pass local or special laws in any of the following enumer­
ated cases, that is to say: 

First-Regulating the jurisdiction and duties of Justices of the Peace, Police Judges, and of 
·Constables. · 

Seeond-For the punishment of crimes and misdemeanors. 
Tiiird-Regulatmg the practice of Courts of justice. 
Fourth-Providing for c11ang1ng the venue in ci-vil or criminal actions . 
.F'ifth-Granting divorces. 
Sixth-Changing the names of persons or places. 
Seventh-Authorizing the laying out, opening, altering, maint2,ining, or vacating roads, high­

ways, streets, alleys, town plats, parks, cemeteries, graveyards, or public grounds not owned 
,by the State. 

Eighth-Summoning and impaneling grand and petit juries, and providing for their com­
pensation. 

Ninth-Reg11lating county and township business, or the election of county and township 
officers. 

Tenth-For the assessment or collection of taxes. 
Eleventh-Providing for conducting elections, or designating the places of voting, except on 

-the organization of new counties. 
Twelfth-Affecting estates of deceased persons, minors, or other persons under legal disa-

bilities. 
Thirteentl.-Extending the time for the collection of taxes. 
Fourteenth-Giving effect to invalid deeds, wills, or other instruments. 
Fifteenth-Refundmg money paid into the State Treasury. 
Sixteenth-Releasing or extinguishing, in whole or in part, the indebtedness, liabilty, or 

·obligation of any corporation or person to this State, or to any municipal corporation therem. 
Seventeenth-Declaring any person of age, or authorizing any minor to sell, lease, or incum-­

ber his or her property. 
Eighteenth-Legahzmg, except as against the Rtate, the unauthorized or invalid act of any 

·officer. 
Nineteenth-Granting to any corporation, association, or individual, any special or exclusive 

right, privilege, or immunity. 
Twentieth-Exempting property from taxation. 
Twenty-first-Changing county seats. 
Twent3;-second-Restor1ng to citizenship persons convicted of infamous crimes. 
Twenty-third-Regulating the rate of interest on money. 
7wenty:fourth-Authorizing the creation, extens1.on, or impairing of liens. 
Twenty-jifth-Chartenng or licensing ferries, bridges, or roads. 
Twenty-sixth-Remitting fines, penalties, or forfeitures. 
Twenty-seventh-Providing for the n1anagement of common schools. 
Twenty-eighth-Creating offices or p1·escribing the powers and duties of officers in counties, 

-eities, cities and counties, townships, election or school districts. 
Twenty-ninth-Affecting the fees or salary of any officer. 
Thirtieth-Changing the law of descent or succession. 
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Thirty0 first-Authorizing the adoption or leg1timat1on of children. 
'1.lhirty-second-For liln1tation of civil or cnnunal act10ns. 
'l.'hirt,y-tktrd-In all other cases where a general law can be made applicable. 
Snc. 26. The Legislature shall have no power to authorize lotteries or gift enterprises for any 

purpose, and shall pass laws to prohibit the sale in tlus State of lottery or gift enterpnse tick­
ets, or tickets in any scheme Ill the nature of a lottery. The Legislature shall pass laws to 
regulate or prohibit the buying and sellrng of the shares of the capital stock of corporations in 
any stock board, stock exchange, or stock market under the control of any association. All 
contracts for the sale of shares of the capital stock of any corporation or associat10n, on margin, 
or to be delivered at a future day, shall be void, and any money paid on such contracts may 
be recovered by the party paying it by suit in any Court of competent junsdiction. 

SEc. 27. When a congressional district shall be composed of two or more counties, it shall 
not be separated by any count,y belonging to another district. No county, or 01ty and county, 
shall be divided in forming a congressional district so as to attach one portion of a county, 01 .. 

mty and county, to another county, or city and county, except in cases where one county, or 
city and county, has more population than the ratio required for one or more Congressmen; 
but the Legislature 1nay divide any county, or city and county, into as many congressional 
districts as it may be entitled to by law. Any county, or city and county, containing a popu­
lation greater than the number required for one congressional district, shall be formed mto one or 
more congressional districts, according to the populatzon thereof, and any residue, after form­
ing such distiict or districts, shall be attached by compact adjoining assembly districts, to a 
contiguous county or counties, and form a congressional district. In dividing a county, or 
city and county, into congressional districts, no assembly district shall be divided so as to form 
a part of more than one congressional district, and every such congressional district shall be 
composed of compact contiguous assembly districts. 

SEO. 28. In all elections by the Legislature the members thereof shall vote viva voce, and the­
votes shall be entered on the Journal. 

SEC. 29. The general appropriation bill shall contain no item or items of appropriation 
other thau such as are required to pay the salaries of the State officers, the expenses of the 
government, and of the institutions under the exclusive control and management of the State. 

SEC. 30. Neither the Legislature, nor any county, city and county, township, school distrrnt, 
or other municipal corporation, shall ever make an appropriation, or pay from any public fund 
whatever, or grant anything to or 1n aid of any religions sect, church, creed, or sectarian pur­
pose, or help to support or sustam any school, college, university, hospital, or other inst1tut10n 
controlled by any religious c1·eed, church, or sectanan denomination whatever; nor shall any 
grant or donation of personal property or real estate ever be made by the State, or any city, 
city and county, town, or other n1unic1pal corporation for any religious creed, church, or secta­
rian purpose whatever; provided, that nothing in this sect10n shall prevent the Legislature, 
granting aid pursuant to section twenty-two of this article. 

S,:c. 31. '!'he Legislature shall have no power to give 01· to lend, or to authorize the giving 
or lending, of the credit of the State, or of any county, city and county, city, township, or 
other political corporation ur subd1vis10n of the State now existmg, or that may be hereafter 
established, in aid of or to any person, association, or corporation, whether n1umcipal or othe1-
wise, or to pledge the credit thereof in any manner whatever, for the payment qf the liabilities 
of any individual, association, 1nu111ci}Jal or other corporation whatever; nor shall 1t have 
power to make any gift, or authol'lze the making of any gift, of any public money or thing of 
value to any individual, 1nunicipal or other corporation whatever; provided, that nothing in 
this sect10n shall prevent the Leg1slature granting aid pursuant to sedmn twenty-two of this 
article; and it shall not have power to authorize the State, or any political subd1v1swn thereof, 
to subscribe for stock, or to become a stockholder in any corporat10n whatever. 

SRO, 32. 'rhe Legislature shall have no power to grant, or authorize any county or 111 unic­
ipal authority to grant, any extm compensation or allowance to any public officer, agent, ser­
vant, or contractor, after service has been rende:red 1 or a contract has been entered into and 
performed, in whole or in part, nor to pay, or to authorize the payment of, any chum hereafter 
created against the State, or auy county or 1nunicipality of the State, under any agreenlent 01~ 
contract 1nade without express authority of law; and all such unauthorized agreements or con­
tracts shall be null and v01d. 

SEC, 33. The Legislature shall pass laws for the regulation and limitation of the charges for­
services performed and commodities furnished by telegraph and gas corporations, and the 
charges by corporations or individuals for storage and wharfage, in which there is a public use; 
and where laws shall provide for the selection of any person or officer to regulate and liJnit 
such rates:; no such person or officer shall be selected by any corporation or individual interested 
in the business to be regulated, and no person shall be selected who is an officer or stockholder 
in any such corporation. 

SHC, 34. No bill making an appropriatlon of money, except the general appropriation bill, 
shall contain more than one item of appropriation, and that for one Single and ce1·tain purpose 
to be therein expressed. 

SEC, 35. Any person who seeks to influence the vote of a member of the Legislatlll'e by 
bribery, promise of reward, int1n1idat10n, or any other dishonest means, shall be guilly of loL­
bying, which is hereby declared a felony; and it shall be the duty of the Legislature to pro .. 
vide, by law, for the punishment of this crime. Any member of the Legislature, who shaH 
be lnfiuenced in his vote or action upon any matter pending before the Legislature by any 
reward, or pro1nise of future 1eward, shall be deerned guilty of a felony, and upon convictio:i. 
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thereof, in addition to such punishment as may be provided by law, shall be disfranchised and 
forever d1squahfied from holding any office or public trust. Any person 1nay be compelled to 
testify 1n any lawful 1nvestigat10n or judicial proceeding against any pen,on who 1nay be 
charged with having com1n1tted the offense of bl'lbery or corrupt solicitation, or with having 
been influenced in lns vote or action, as a 1ne1nber of the Legislature, by reward, or promise of 
future reward, and shall not be permitted to w1thbold his testimony upon the ground that it 
may criminate himself or subject h11n to public infamy; but such testimony shall not afterwards 
be used against him in any judicial proceeding, except for perjury in giving such testimony. 

ARTICLE V. 

BXJ<:CUTIVE DEP~\RTMENT. 

S>:cTION 1. The supreme executive power of this State shall be vested in a Chief Magistrate, 
who shall bf\ styled the Governor of the State of California. 

S1cc. 2. The Govemor shall be elected by the qualified electors at the time and places of 
voting for members of the Assembly, and shall hold his office four years from and after the first 
Monday after the first day of January subsequent to his election, and until his successor is 
elected and qualified. 

S,:c. 3. No person shall be eligible to the office of Governor who has not been a citizen of 
the Umted States and a 1·esident of this State five years next preceding his election, and attained 
the ag" of twenty-five years at the time of such elect10n. 

SEc. 4. The retums of every election for Governor shall be sealed up and transmitted to the 
seat of government, directed to the Speaker of the Assembly, who shall, during the first week 
of the session, opE\n and pubhsh them in the presence of both Houses of the Legislature. The 
person having the highest number of votes shall he Governor; but, in case any two or nrnre have 
an equal and the highest number of votes, the Legislature shall, by joint vote of both HousE\s, 
choose one of such persons so having an equal and the highest number of votes for Governor. 

SEc. 5. The Governor shall be Commander-in-Chief of the militia, the army and navy of 
this Slate. 

SEc. 6. He shall transact all executive business with the officers of government, civil and 
military, and may requll'e infonnation, in writing, from the officers of the executive depart-­
ment upon any subject relating to the duties of their respective offices. 

Sise. 7. He shall see that the laws are faithfully executed. 
SEC. 8. When any office shall, from any cause, become vacant, and no mode is provided by 

the Constitution arnl law for filling such vacancy, the Governor shall have power to fill such 
vamncy by granting a commission, which shall expire at. the end of tile next session of the 
Legislature, or at the next election by the people. 

Sim. 9. He 1nay, on extraordinary occa.srnns, convene the Legislature by proclamation, 
stating the J?Urposes for which he has convened it, and when so convened it shall have no 
power to legrnlate on any subJects other than those specified in the proclamat10n, Lut may 
provide for the expenses of the session and other matters incidental thereto. 

S,:c. 10. He shall communicsfo by message to the Legislature, at eve,;y session, the condition 
of the State, and recommend such matters as he shall deem expedient. 

SEC, 11. In case of a disagreement between the two Houses with respect to the time of 
adjournment, the Governor shall have power to adjourn the Legislature to such time as he may 
think proper; provided, it be not beyond the ti1ne fixed for the meeting of the next Legislature. 

SEc, 12. No peison shall, while holding any office under the Umted States or this State, 
exercise the office of Governor except as hereinafter expressly provided. 

SEC, 13. There shall be a seal of this State, which shall be kept by the Governor, and used 
by lum officially, and shall be called "The Great Seal of the State of California." 

S>:c. 14. All grants and commissions shall be in the name and by the authority of The 
People of the State of California, sealed with the great seal of the State, signed by the Govemm, 
and countersigned by tlrn Secretary of State. 

SEC, 15. A Lieutenant-Govemor shall be elected at the same time and places, and in the 
sarne 1nanner, as the Governor; and his term of office and his quahfications of eligibility shall 
also be the same. He shall be President of the Senate, but shall have only acastrng vote therein. 
If, during a vacancy of the office of Governor, the Lieutenant-Governor shall be impeached, 
displaced, resign, die, or become incapable of p<>rformmg the duties of his office, or be absent 
from the State, the President pro tempore of the Senate shall act as Governor until the vacancy 
be filled or the disttbility shall cease. The Lieutenant-Governor shall be disqualified from 
holding any other office, except as specially provided in this Constitution, during the term fot 
which he shall have been elected. 

SEc. 16. In case of the impeachment of the Governor, or his removal from office, death, 
inability to discharge the powers and duties of the said office, resignation, or absence from the 
State, the powers and duties of the office shall devolve upon the Lieutenant-Governor fot the 
residue of the term, or until the disability shall cease. But when the Governor shall, with the 
consent of the Legislature, be out of the State in time of war, at the head of any military force 
thereof, he shall continue Commander-in-Chief of all the military force of the State. 

Sim. 17. A Secretary of State, a Controller, a. rrreasurer, an Attorney-General, and a Sur­
veyor-General shall be elected at the same time and places, and in the same manner as the 
Governor and Lieutenant-Governor, and their tenns of office shall be the same as that of the 
Governor. 
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S,;c, 18. The Secretary of State shall keep a correct record of the official acts of the legislative 
and executive departments of the government, and shall, when required, lay the same, and all 
1natters relative thereto, before either b1·anch of the Legislature, and shall perform such other 
duties as may be assigned him by law, 

S1<:c, l 9. 'l'he Governor, Lieutenant-Governor, Secretary of State, Controller, Treasurer, Attor­
ney-General, and Surveyor-General shall, at stated times during their continuance in office, 
receive for their services a compensation which shall not be increased or diininrnhed dunng the 
term for which they shall have been elected, whwh rompensat10n is hereby fixed for the following 
officers for the two terms next ensuing the adoption of this Constitution, as follows; Governor, 
six thousand dollars per annmn; Lieutenant-Governor, the same per die1n as may be provided 
by law for the Speaker of the Assembly, to be allowed only during the session of the Legislature; 
the Secretary of State, Controller, 'J.'reasurer, Attorney-General, and Surveyor-General, three 
thousand dollars each per annum, such compensat10n to be in full for all services by them 
respectively rendered in any official capacity or employment what.soever during their respective 
terms of office; provided, however, that the Legislature, after the expiration of the terms herein­
before mentioned, may, by law, diminish the compensation of any or all of such officers, but in 
no ca.se shall have the power to increase the same above the sums hereby fixed by this Consti­
tution. No salary shall be authorized by law for clerical service, in any office provided for in 
this article, exceeding sixteen hundred dollars per annum for each clerk employed. The Leg­
islature may, in its drncret10n, abolish the office of Surveyor-General; and none of the officers 
herein before named shall receive for their own use any fees or perquisites for the performance 
of any official duty. 

SEc. 20. The Governor shall not, during his term of office, be elected a Senator to the Senate 
of the United States. 

ARTICLE VI. 

JUDICIAL DEP ARTME:ST. 

SECTION 1. The judicial power of the State shall be vested in the Senate sitting a.s a Court of 
lmpeachment, in a Supreme Court, Superior Courts, Justices of the Peace, and such infer10r 
Courts as the Legislature may establish 1n any incorporated city, or town, or city and county. 

SEC. 2. 1I.1he Supre1ne Court shall consist of a Chief Justice and six Associate Justices. rrhe 
Court n1ay sit in departments and in bank_, and shall always be open for the transaction of 
busmess: There shall be two departments, denommated, respectively, Department One and 
Department Two. The Chief Justice shall assign three of the Associate Justices to each depart­
ment, and such assignment may be changed by him from time to time. The Associate Justices 
shall be competent to sit in either department, and may interchange with each other by agree­
ment among themselves or as ordered by the Chief Justice. Each of the departments shall 
have the power to hear and determine causes and all questions arising therein, subject to the 
provis10ns hereinafter contained in relation to the Court in bank. The presence of three Jus­
tices shall be necessary to transact any business in either of the departments, except such as 
may be done at chambers, and the concurrence of three Justices shall be necessary to pro­
nounce a judgment. The Chief Justice shall apportion the business to the departments, and 
may, in his discretion, order any cause pending before the Court to be heard and decided by 
the Court in bank, The order may be made before or after judgment pronounced by a depart­
ment; but where a cause has been allotted to one of the departments, and a judgment 
pronounced thereon, the order must be made within thirty days after such judgment, and 
concurred in by two Associate Justices, and if so made it shall have the effect to vacate and 
set aside the judgment. Any four Justices may, either before or after judgment by a depart­
ment, order a case to be heard in bank. If tbe order be not made within the time above 
limited the judgment shall be final. No judgment by a department shall become final until 
the expiration of the period of thirty days aforesaid, unless approved by the Chief Justice, in 
writing, with the concurrence of two Associate Justices. The Chief Justice may convene the 
Court m bank at any time, and shall be the presiding Justice of the Court when so convened. 
'rhe concurrence of four Justices present at the argument shall be necessary to pronounce a 
judgment in bank; but if four Justices, so present, do not concur in a judgment, then all the 
Justices qualified to sit in the cause shall hear the argument; but to render a judgment a 
concurrence of four Judges shall be necessary. In the determination of causes, all decisions of 
the Court in bank or in departments shall be given in writing, and the grounds of the decision 
shall be state~. The Chief ,Just,ce may sit in either department, and shall preside when so 
sitting, but the Justices assigned to each department shall select one of their number as pre­
siding Justice. In case of the absence of the Chief Justice from the place at which the Court 
is held, or 111s inability to act, the Associate Justices sha11 select one of their own number to 
perform the dnties and exercise the powers of the Chief Justice during such absence or ina­
bility to act. 

SEC, 3. 'rhe Chief Justice and the Associate Justices shall be elected by the qualified electors 
of the State at large, at the general State elections, at the times and places at which State 
officers are elected; and the term of office shall be twelve years, from and after the first Mon­
day after the first day of January next succeeding thE;lir election; provided, that the six Asso­
ciate Justices elected at the first election shall, at their first meetmg, so classify themselves, by 
lot, that two of. them shall go out of office at the end of four years, two of them at the end of 
eight years, and two of them at the end of twelve years, and an entry of such classification 
shall be made in the mmutes of the Court in bank, signed by them, and a duplicate thereof 
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shall be filed in the office of the Secretary of State. If a vacancy occur in the office of a Jus­
tice, the Governor shall appoint a person to hold the office until the election and qualification 
of a Justice to fill the vacancy, which election shall take place at the next succeeding general 
election, and the Justice so elected shall hold the office for the remainder of the unexpired 
term. 'fhe first election of the Justices shall be at the first general election after the adoption 
and ratification of this Constitutwn. 

8.1w. 4. rrhe Supreme Court shall have appel1ate jurisdiction in all cases in equity, except 
such as arise in Justices' Courts; also, in all cases at law which involve the title or possession 
of real estate, or the legality of any tax, impost, assessment, toll, or municipal fine, or in 
which the deinand, exclusive of interest, or the value of the property in controversy, amounts 
to three hundred dollars; also, in cases of forcible enti-y and detainer, and in p1·oceedings in 
insolvency, and in actions to prevent or abate a nurnance, and in all such probate nuitters as 
1nay be provided by law; also, in a11 criln1nal cases prosecuted by indictment or information 
in a Court of record on questions of law alone. The Court shall also have power to issue writs 
of mandamus, certiorari, pro1ubition, and habeas corpus, and aJl other writs necessary or 
proper to the complete exercise of its appellate jurisdiction. Each of the Justices shall have 
power to issue \IT1ts of habeas corpus to any part of the State, upon petition by or on behalf of 
any pel'son held in actual custody, and may make such writs returnable before himself, or the 
Supreme Court, or before any Superwr Court in the State, or before any Judge thereof. 

S>:c. 5. The Superior Court shall have original jurisdiction in all cases in equity, and in all 
cases at law which involve the title or possession of real property, or the legality of any tax, 
impost, assessment, toll, or municipal fine, and in aU other cases 1n which the demand, exclu­
sive of interest or the value of the property in controversy, amounts to three hundred dollars, 
and in all crim:nal cases amounting to felony, and cases of misdemeanor not otherwise pro­
vided for; of actwns of forcible entry and detainer; of proceedings in insolvency; of actwns 
to prevent or abate a nuisance; of all matters of probate; of divorce and for annullment of 1nar­
riage, and of all such special cases and proceedings as are not otherwise provided for. And 
said Court shall have the power of naturalization, and to issue papers therefor. They shall 
have appellate jurisdiction in such cases arising in Justices' and other inferior Courts in 
their respective counties as may be prescribed by law. They shall be always open (legal holi­
days and non-judicial days excepted), and their process shall extend to all pa.rts of the State; 
promded, that all actions for the recovery of the possession of, quieting the title to, or for the 
enforcement of liens upon real estate, shall be commenced in the county in which the real 
estate, or any part thereof affected by such action or actions, is situated. Said Courts, and 
their Judges, shall have power to issue writs of mandainus, certiorari, prohibition, quo war­
ranto, and habeas corpus on petition by or on behalf of any person 111 actual custody in their 
respective counties. Injunctions and writs of prohibit10n may be issued and served on legal 
holidays and non-judicial days. 

SEC. 6. There shall be in each of the organized counties, or cities and counties of the State, 
a Superior Court, for each of which at least one Judge shall be elected by the (JUalified electors 
of the county, or city and county, at the general State election; provided, that until otherwise 
ordered by the Legislature, only one Judge shall be elected for the Counties of Yuba and Sut­
ter, and that in the City antl County of San Francisco there shall Le elected twelve Judges of 
the Superior Court, any one or more of whom may hold Court. There may be as many ses­
sions of said Court, at the same time, as there are Judges thereof. The said Judges shall choose 
from their own number a p1·esiding Judge, who may be removed at their pleasure. He shall 
distribute the busmess of the Court among the Judges thereof, and prescribe the order of busi­
ness. The judgrnents, orders, and proceedings of any session of tbe Superior Court, held by 
any oue or more of the Judges of said Courts, respectively, shall be e'lually effectual as if all the 
Judges of said respective Courts presided at such session. In each of the Counties of Sacra­
mento, San Joaquin, Los Angeles, Sonoma, Santa Clara, and Alameda, there shall be elected 
two such Judges. The term of office of Judges of the Superior Courts shall be six years from 
and after the first Monday of January next succeeding their election; p1•01Jided, that the twelve 
Judges of the Superior Court, elected in the City and County of San Francisco at the first elec­
tion held under this Constitution, shall, at their first meeting, so classify themselves, by lot, 
that four of them shall go out of office at the end of two years, and four of them shall go out 
of office at the end of four years, arnl four of them shall go out of office at tbe end of six years, 
and an entry of such classification shall be made in the minutes of the Court, signed by the1n, 
and a duplicate thereof filed in the office of the Secretary of State. The first election of Judges 
of the Superior Courts shall take place at the first general election held after the adoption and 
ratification of this Constitution. If a vacancy occur in the office of Judge of a Superior Court, 
the Governor shall appoint, a person to hold the office until the election and 9.ualification of a 
Judge to fill the vacancy, which election shall take place at the next succeedmg general elec­
tion, and the Judge so elected shall hold office for the remainder of the unexpired term. 

S,.c. 7. In any county, or city and county, other than the City and County of San Fran­
cisco, in which there shall be more than one Judge of the Superior Court, the Judges of such 
Court 1nay hold as many sessions of said Court at the same time as there are Judges thereof, 
and shall apportion the business among themselves as equally as may be. 

S,;c. 8. A Judge of any Superior Court may hold a Superior Court in any county, at the 
1·equest of a Judge of a Superior Court thereof, nnd upon the request of the Governor it shall 
be his duty so to do. But a cause in a Superior Court may be tried by a Judge pro tempore, 
who must be a member of the bar, agreed upon in writing by the parties litigant or their 
attorneys of record, approved by the Court, and sworn to try the cause. 
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S•c. 9. The Legislature shall have no power to grant leave of absence to any judicial 
officer; and any such officer who shall absent himself from the State for more than sixty con­
secutive days shall be deemed to have forfeited his office. The Legislature of the State may at 
any time, two thirds of the members of the Senate and two tl11rds of the members of the 
Assembly voting therefor, increase or diminisll the number of Judges of the Superior Court in 
any county, or city and county, in the State; provided, that no such reduction shall affect any 
Judge who has been elected. 

Sa:c. 10. Justices of the Supreme Court, and Judges of the Superior Courts, may be removed 
by concurrent resolution of both Houses of the Legislature, adopted by a two-thirds vote of 
each House. All other judicial officers, except Justices of the Peace, may be removed by 
the Senate on the recommendation of the Governor, but no removal shall be made by virtue of 
this section, ut1less the cause thereof be ente1·ed on the Journal, nor unless the party complained 
of has been served with a copy of the complaint against him, and shall have had an opportu­
nity of being heard in his defense. On the question of removal, the ayes and noes shall be 
entered on the Journal. 

S1<XJ. 11. The Legislature shall determine the number of Justices of the Peace to be f'lected 
in townships, incorporated cities and towns, or cities and counties, and shall fix by law the 
powers, dutrns, and responsibilities of Justices of the Peace; provided, such powers shall not 
in any case trench upon the jurisdictrnn of the several Courts of record, except that said Jus­
tices shall have concurrent jurisdiction with the Superior Courts in cases of forcible entry and 
detainer, ,vhere the rental value does not exceed twenty-five dollars per month, and where the 
whole amount of damages claimed does not exceed two hundred dollars, and in cases to enforce 
and foreclose liens on personal property, when neither the amount of the liens nor the value of 
the property amounts to three hundred dollars. 

SEc. 12. The Supreme Court, the Superior Courts, and such other Courts as the Legislature 
shall prescribe, shall be Courts of record. 

SEa. 13. The Legislature shall fix by law the jurisdiction of any inferior Courts which may 
be established in pursuance of section one of this article, and shall fix by law the powers, 
duties, and responsibilities of the Judges thereof. 

SEc. 14. The Legislature shall/rov1de for the election of a Clerk of the Supreme Court, 
and shall fix by law his duties an compensatwn, which compensation shall not be increased 
or diminished during the term for which he shall have been elected. The County Clerks shall 
be ex officio Clerks of the Courts of record in and for their respective counties, Ot' cities and 
counties. The Legislature may also provide for the appointment, by the several Superior 
Courts, of one or more Co1n1n1ssioners in their respecLive ·counties, or cities and counties, with 
authority to perform chamber business of the Judges of the Superior Courts, to take depositions, 
and perform such other business connected with the administration of justice as may be pre­
scribed by law. 

SEc. 15. No judicial officer, except Justices of the Peace and Court Commissioners, shall 
receive to his own use any fees or perquisites of office. 

S,:c. 16. 'l'he Legislature shall provide for the speedy publication of such opinions of the 
Supreme Court as it may deem expedient, and all opinions shall be free fm publicat1011 by any 
person. 

SEc. 17. The Justices of the Supreme Court and Judges of the Superior Court shall sever­
ally, at sta~ed times during their continuance 1n office, rece'ive for their services a compensa­
tion which shall not be increased or diminished after their election, nor during the tenn for 
which they shall have been elected. The salaries of the Justices of the Supreme Court shall 
be paid by the State. One half of the salary of each Superior Court Judge shall be paid by the 
State; the other half thereof shall be paid by the county for which he is elected. During the 
term of the first Judges elected under this Constitution, the annual salaries of the Justices of 
the Supreme Court shall be six thousand dollars each. Until otherwise changed by the Legis­
lature, the Superior Court Judges shall receive an annual salary of three thousand dollars each, 
payable monthly, except the Judges of the City and County of San Francisco, and the Coun­
ties of Alameda, San "Joaquin, Los Angeles, Santa Clara, Yuba and Sutter co1nb1ned, Sacra­
mento, Butte, Nevada, and Sonorr1a, which shall receive four thousand dollars each. 

S,;c, 18. The Justices of the Supreme Court and Judges of the Supenor Courts shall be 
ineligible to any other office or public employment than a judicial office or employment during 
the term for which they shall have been elected. 

SEC. 19. Judges shall not charge juries with respect to matters of fact, but may state the 
testimony and declare the law. 

SEc. 20. The style of all process shall be, "The People of the State of California," and all 
prosecutions shall be conducted in their name and by their authority. 

SEC. 21. The Justices shall appoint a Reporter of the decisions of the Supreme Court, who 
shall hold his office and be re1novable at their pleasure. He shall receive an annual salary not 
to exceed twenty-five hundred dollars, payable monthly. 

SEC. 22. No Judge of a Court of record shall practice law in any Court of this State during 
his continuance in office. 

SEC. 23. No one shall be eligible to the office of Justice of the Supreme Court, or to the 
office of Judge of a Superior Court, unless he shall have been admitted to practice before the 
Supreme Coui·t of the State. . 

SEc. 24. No Judge of a Superior Court nor of the Supreme Court shall, after the first day 
of July, one thousand eight hundred and eighty, be allowed to draw or receive any monthly 
salary unless he shall take and subscribe an affidavit before an officer entitled to administer 
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oaths, that no cause in his Court remains undecided that has been submitted for decision fol' 
the period of ninety days. 

ARTICLE VII. 

PARDONING POWER. 

SncTION 1. The Governor shall have the power to grant reprieves, pardons, and comrnuta­
tions of sentence, after conviction, for all offenses except treason and cases of in1peachment,. 
upon such conditions, and with such restrictions and lunitations as he 1nay think proper, sub­
ject to such regulations as may be provided by law relative to the manner uf applymg for par­
dons. Upon conviction for treason, the Governor shall have power ta suspend the execution of' 
the sentence until the case shall be reported ta the Legislature at its next meetmg, when the 
Legislature shall either pardon, direct the execution of the sentence, or grnnt a further reprieve. 
The Governor shall com1nunicate to the Legislature, at the beginning of eve1·y session, every 
caae of reprieve or pardon granted, stating the name of the convict, the cri1ne of which he 
was convicted, the sentence, its date, the date of the pardon or reprieve, and the reasons for 
granting the same. Neither the Governor nor the Legislature shitll have power to grant par­
dons, or commutations of sentence, in any case where the convict has been twice convicted of 
felony, unless upon the written recommendation of a majority of the Judges of the Suprem<> 
Court. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

}.[]LJTL\. 

S>:CTION 1. 'fhe Legislature shall provide, by law, for organizing and disciplining the mili­
tia, in such manner as it 1nay deem expedient, not incompatible ·with the Constitution and laws 
of the United States. Officers of the militia shall be elected or appointed in such manner aa 
the Legislature shall from time to time direct, and shall be commissioned by the Governor. 
The Governor shall have power to call forth the militia to execute the laws of the State, to sup­
press insurrections, and repel jnvasions. 

S,:c. 2. All military organizations provided for by this Constitution, or any law of this 
State, and receiving State suppot·t, shall, while under arms, either for ceremony or duty, carry 
no device, banner, or flag of any State or nation, except that of the United States or the State 
of California. 

ARTICLE IX. 

EDUCATION. 

SECTION 1. A general diffusion of knowledge and intelligence being essential to the preser­
vation of the rights and liberties of the people, the Legislature shnll encourage by all suitabl<> 
n1eans the promotion of intellectual, scient1:fic, moral, and agncultural in1provement. 

SEc. 2. A Supermtendent of Public Instruct10n shall, at each gubernatorial election after the 
adoption of this Constitution, be elected by the qualified electors of the State. He shall 
receive a salary equal to that of the Secretary of State, and shall enter upon the duties of his. 
office on the first Monday after the first day of January next succeeding his election. 

S,:c. 3. A Superintendent of Schools for each county shall be elected by the qualified elect­
ors thereof at each gubernatorial election i provided, that the Legislature may authorize two or 
more counties to unite and elect one Supermtendent for the counties so uniting. 

SEC. 4. The proceeds of all lands that have been or may be granted by the United States t(l. 
this State for the support of common schools which may be, or may have been, sold or dis­
posed of, and the five hundred thousand acres of land granted to the new States under an Act 
of Congress distributmg the proceeds of the public lands among the several States of the Union, 
approved A. D. one thousand eight hunclrecf and forty-one, and all estates of deceased persons 
who may have died without leaving a will or heir, and also such per cent as may be granted,, 
or may have been granted, by Congress on the sale of lands m this State, shall be and remain 
a perpetual fund, the interest of which, together with all the rents of the unsold lands, and 
such other means as the Legislature may provide, shall be inviolably appropriated to the sup• 
port of common schools throughout the State. 

SEc. 5. The Legislatme shall provide for a system of common schools by which a free school 
shall be kept up and supported in each district at least six months m every year, after the first 
year in which a school has been established. 

SEC. 6. The public school system shall include primary and grammar schools, and such high 
schools,,evening schools, normal schools, and technical schools as may be established by th& 
Legislature, or by municipal or district authority; but the entire revenue derived from the 
State School Fund, and the State school tax, shall be applied exclusively to the suppo1·t of 
primary and gram1nar schools. 

S:Ec. 7. The Governor, Superintendent of Public Instruction, and the Principals of the State 
Normal Schools, shall constitute the State Board of Education, and shall compile, or cause to be 
compiled, and adopt a unifor1n series of text-books for use in the common schools throughout 
the State. The State Board may cause such text-books, when adopted, to be printed and pub­
lished by the Superintendent of State Printing, at the State Printing Office, and when so printed 
and published, to be distributed anrl sold at the cost price of prmting, publishrng, and distrib­
uting the same. The text-books so adopted shall continue in use not less than four years; and 
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said State Board shall perform such other duties as may be prescribed by law. The Legislature 
shall provide for a Board of Education in each county in the State. The County Superintend­
ents and the County Boards of Education shall have control of the examination of teachers and 
the granting of teachers' certificates within their respective jurisdictions. [Amendment adopted 
November 4, 1884.J 

SEC. 8. No public money shall ever be appropriated for the support of any sectarian or 
denominational schooJ, or any school not under the exclusive control of the officers of the 
public schools; nor shall any sectarian or denominational doctrine be taught, or instruction 
thereon be permitted, directly or indirectly, in any of the common schools of this State. 

S>:o. 9. The University of California shall constitute a public trust, and its organization 
and government shall be perpetually continued in the form and character prescribed by the 
orgamc Act creating the same, passed March twenty-third, eighteen hundred and sixty-eight 
(and the several Acts amendatory thereof), subject only to such legislative control as may be 
necessary to insure cmnphance with the terms of its endowments, and the proper investment 
and security of its funds. It shall be entirely independent of all political or sectarian influ­
ence, and kept free therefrom in the appointment of its Regents, and in the administration of 
its affairs; provided, that all the moneys derived from the sale of the public lands donated 
to this State by Act of Congress, approved July second, eighteen hundred and sixty-two (and 
the several Acts amendatory thereof), shall be invested as provided by said Acts of Congress, 
and the interest of s2,id moneys shall be inviolably appropriated to the endowment, support, 
and maintenance of at least one College of Agnculture, where the leadmg objects shall be 
(without excluding other scientific and classical studies, and mcluding military tactics,) to teach 
such branches of learning as are related to scientific and practical agriculture and the mechanic 
arts, in accordance with the requirements and conditions of said Acts of Congress; and the 
Legislature shall provide that if, through neglect, misappropriation, or any other contingency, 
any portion of the funds so set apart shall be diminished or lost, the State shall replace such 
portwn so lost or misappropriated, so that the principal thereof shall re1na:in forever undimin­
ished. No person shal1 be debarred admission to any of the collegiate departments of the 
University on account of sex. 

ARTICLE X. 

STATK INSTITUTIONS AND PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 

S,;cTION 1. There shall be a State Board of Prison Directors, to consist of five persons, to be 
appointed by the Governor, with the advice and consent of the Senate, who shall hold office 
for ten years, except that the first appointed shall, in such manner as the Legislature may 
direct, be so classified that the term of one person so appointed shall expire at the end of each 
two years during the first ten years, and vacancies occurring shall be filled in hke manner. 
'.!.'he appointee to a vacancy, occurring before the expiration of a term, shall hold office only for 
the unexpired term of his predecessor. The Governor shall have the power to remove either 
of the Directors for misconduct, incompetency, or neglect of duty, after an opportunity to be 
heard upon written charges. 

SEc, 2. The Board of Directors shall have the charge and superintendence of the State 
Prisons, and shall possess such powers and perform such duties in respect to other penal and 
reformatory institutions of the State as the Legislature may prescribe. 

SEo. 3. The Board shall appoint the Warden and Clerk, and determine the other necessary 
officers of the Prisons. The Board shall have power to remove the Wardens and Clerks for 
misconduct, incompetency, or neglect of duty. All other officers and employes of the Prison 
shall be appointed by the Warden thereof, and be removed at his pleasure. 

SEC, 4. The members of the Board shall receive no compensation other than reasonable 
traveling and other expenses incmred while engaged in the performance of official duties, to 
be audited as the Legislature may direct. 

SEc. 5. The Legislature shall pass such laws as 1nay be necessary to further define and 
regulate the powers and duties of the Board, Wardens, and Clerks, and to carry into effect the 
provisions of this article. 

SEc. 6. After the first day of January, eighteen hundred and eighty-two, the labor of con­
victs shall not be let out by contract to any person, copartnership, company, or corporation, and 
the Legislature shall by law provide for the working of convicts for the benefit of the State. 

ARTICLE XI. 

CITIES~ COUNTIES, AND TO'\YNS. 

SECTION 1. The several counties, as they now exist, are hereby recognized as legal subdivis­
ions of this State. 

SEc. 2. No county seat shall be removed unless two thirds of the qualified electors of the 
eounty, voting on the proposition at a general election, shall vote in favor of such re1noval. A 
proposition of removal shall not be submitted in the same county more than once in four years. 

SRc. 3. No new county shall be estabhshed wluch shall reduce any county to a population 
of less than eight thousand; nor shall a new county be formed containing a less populat10n 
than five thousand; nor shall any line thereof pass within five miles of the county seat of any 
county proposed to be divided. Every county which shall be enlarged or created from territory 
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taken from any other county or counties, shall be liable for a just proportion of the existing 
debts and liabilities of the county or counties from which such territory shall be taken. 

Ssc. 4. 'l'be Legislature shall establish a system of county governments which shall be 
uniform throughout the State; and by general laws shall provide for township organization, 
under which any county may organize whenever a majority of the qualified electors of such 
county, voting at a generalelect10n, shall so cletermine j and whenever a county shall adopt 
township organization, the assessment and collection of the revenue shall be made, and 'the 
business of such county and the local affairs of the several townships therein shall be managed 
and transacted m the manner prescribed by such general laws. 

S,c. 5. The Legislature, by general and urnform Jaws, shall provide for the election or 
appomtment, in the several counties, of Boards of Supervisors, Sheriffs, County Clerks, District 
Attorneys, and such other county, tow:nship, and municipal officers as public convenience may 
require, and shall prescribe their duties, and :fix their terms of office. It shall regulate the 
compensation of all such officers, in proportion to duties, and for this purpose may classify the 
counties by population; and it shall provide for the strict accountability of county and town­
ship officers for all fees which may be collected by them, and for all public and municipal 
moneys which may be paid to them, or officia1ly come into their possessrnn. 

S,;c. 6. Corporations for mmucipal purposes shall not be created by special laws; but the 
Legislature, by general laws, shall provide for the incorporat10n: organization, and classifica­
tion, in proportion to population, of cities and towns, whrnh laws may be altered, amended, or 
repealed. Cities and towns heretofore orgamzed or incorporated 1nay become organized under 
such general laws whenever a majority of the electors votmg at a general election shall so deter­
mine, and shall organize in conformity therewith; and cities or towns heretofore or hereafter 
organized, and all charters thereof framed or adopted by authority of tins Constitution, shall 
be subject to and controlled by general laws. 

S,;c. 7. City and county governments may be merged a,nd consolidated into one municipal 
govern1nent, with one set of officers, and may be incorporated under general laws providing 
for the incorporation and organization of corporations for municipal purposes, The provis10ns 
of this Constitution applicable to cities, and also those applicable to counties, so far as not incon­
eistent or not prohibited to cities, shall be applicable to such consolidated government. In 
consolidated city and county gover,:iments, of more than one hundrecl thousrtnd population, 
there shall be two Boards of Supervisors or houses of ]egislat10n-one of which, to consist 
of twelve persons, shall be elected by general ticket from the city and county at large, and 
shall bold office for the term of four years, but shall be so classified that after the first election 
only six shall be elected every two years; the other, to conslSt of twelve persons, shall be elected 
every two years, and shall hold office for the term of two years. Any vacancy occurring in 
the office of Supervisor, m either Board, shall be filled by the Mayor or other chief executive 
officer. 

SEC. 8. Any city containing a population of more than one hundred thousand inhabitants 
may frame a charter for its own go·vern1nent, consistent with and subject to the Constitution 
and laws of this State, by causing a Board of :fifteen freeholders, who shall have been for at 
least five years qualified electors thereof, to be elected by the qualified voters of such city, at 
any general or special election. whose duty it shall be, within ninety days after such electrnn, 
to prepare and propose a charter for such mty, which shall be signed in dupllcate by the mem­
bers of such Board, or a majority of them, and returned, one copy thereof to the Mayor, or 
other chief executive officer of such city, and the other to the Recorder of deeds of the county. 
Such proposed charter shall then be published in two daily papers of general circulation in such 
city for at least twenty day.s, and within not less than thirty cfays after such publication it shall 
be submitted to the qualified electors of such city at a general or special election, and if a 
majority of such qualified electors votmg thereat shall ratify the same, it shall thereafter be 
submitted to the Legislature for its approval or rejection as a whole, without power of alteration 
or amendment, and 1f approved by a majority vote of the members elected to each Honse, it 
shall become the charter of such city, or if such city be consolidated with a county, then of 
such city and county, and shall become the organic law thereof, and supersede any existing 
charter and al1 a1nendments thereof, and all special laws inconsistent with such charter. A 
copy of such charter, certified by the Mayor, or chief executive officer, and authenticated by 
the seal of such city, setting forth the submission of such charter to the electors and its ratifica­
tion by the:n, shall be made in duplicate and deposited, one in the office of the Secretary of 
State, the other, after being recorded in the office of the Recorder of deeds of the county, a1nong 
the archives of the city; all Courts shall take judicial notice thereof. 'l'he charter so ratified 
may be amended at intervals of not less than two years, by proposals therefor, submitted by 
legislative authority of the city to the qualified voters thereof, at a general or special election 
held at least sixty days after the pubhcation of such proposals, and ratified by at least three 
:fifths of the quahfied electors votmg thereat, and approved by the Legislature, as herein pro­
vided for the approval of the charter. In submitting any such charter, or amendment thereto, 
any alternative article or proposition may be presented for the choice of the voters, and may 
be voted on separately without preJudice to others. 

Bl~C. 9. The compensation of any county, city, town, or municipal officer shall not be 
increased after his election or during his term of office; nor shall the term of any such officer 
be extended beyond the period for which he is elected or appointed. 

SEC. 10. No county, city, town, or other public or municipal corporation, nor the inhabitants 
thereof, nor the property therein, shall be released or discharged from its or their proportion-
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ate share of taxes to be levied for State purposes, nor shall commutation for such taxes be 
authorized in any form whatsoever. 

S>:c. 11. Any county, city, town, or township may make and enforce within its limits all 
such local, pobce, sanitary, and other regulations as are not in conflict with general laws. 

S.:c. 12. The Legislature shall have no power to impose taxes upon counties, cities, towns, 
or other public or municipal corporationr:,, or upon the inhabitants or property thereof, for 
oou'nty, city, town, or other municipal purposes, but may, by general laws, vest in the corpo­
rate authonties thereof the power to assess and collect taxes for such purposes. 

S,;c. 13. The Legislature shall not delegate to any special commission, private corporation, 
company, associat10n, or individual, any power to make, control, appropriate, supervise, or in 
any way interfere with, any county, city, town, or municipal improvement, money, property, 
or effects, whether held in trust or otherwise, or to levy taxes or assessments, or perform any 
municipal functions whatever. 

Se;c. 14. No State office shall be continued or created in any county, city, town, or other 
municipality, for the inspection, measurementJ or graduation of any merchandise, manufac­
ture, or commodity; but such county, city, town, or municipality may, when authorized by 
general law, appoint such officers. 

S>:c. 15. Private property shall not be taken or sold for the payment of the corporate debt of 
any political or municipal corporation. 

S>:c. 16. All moneys, assessments, and taxes belonging to or collected for the use of any 
county, city, town, or public or municipal corporation, c01n1ng into the hands of any officer 
thereof, shall immediately be deposited with the Treasurer, or other legal depositary, to the 
oredit of such city, town, or other corporation, respectively, for the benefit of the funds to 
which they respectively belong. 

Ss:c. 17. The making of profit out of county, city, town, or other public money, or using the 
same for any purpose not authorized by law, by any officer havmg the possession or control 
thereof, shall be a felony, and shall be prosecuted anrl punished as prescribed by law. 

S1<:c. 18. No county, city, town, township, Board of Education, or school district, shall incur 
any indebtedness or liability in any manner, or for any purpose, exceeding m any year the 
income and revenue provided for it for such year, without the assent of two thirds of the quali­
fied electors thereof voting at an election to be held for that purpose, nor unless, before or at 
the time of incurring such mdebtedness, provision shall be made for the collection of an 
annual tax sufficient to pay the interest on such indebtedness as it falls due, and also to con­
stitute a s1nkmg fund for the payment of the principal thereof within twenty years from the 
time of contracting the same. Any indebtedness or liability incurred contrary to this pro­
vision shall be v01d. 

SEC. 19. In any city where there are no public works owned and controlled by the munici­
fality for supplying the same with water or artificial light, any individual, or any company 
duly incorporated for such purpose, under and by authority of the laws of this State, shall, 
under the direct10n of the Superintendent of Streets, or other office in control thereof, and 
under such general regulat10ns as the municipality may prescribe for damages and indemnity 
for damages, have the pnvilege of using the public streets and thoroughfares thereof, and of 
laying down pipes and condmts therein, and connections therewith, so far as may be necessary 
for introducing into and supplying such city and its inhabiLants, either with gas light, or other 
illuminating light, or with fresh water for domestic and all other purposes, upon the condition 
that the munimpal government shall have the right to regulate the charges thereof. [Amend­
ment adopted November 4, 1884.] 

ARTICLE XII. 

CORPORATIONS. 

SECTION 1. Corporations may be formed under general laws, but shall not be created by 
special Act. All laws now in force in this State concerning corporations, and all laws that may 
be hereafter passed pursuant to this section, may be altered from time to time or repealed. 

S1'(). 2. Dues from corporations shall be secured by such individual liability of the corpora­
tors and other means as may be prescribed by law. 

SEc. 3. Each stockholder of a corporation or joint stock association shall be individually 
and personally liable for such proportion of all its debts and liabilities, contracted or incurred 
during the time he was a stockholder, as the amount of stock or shares owned by him bears to 
the whole of the subscribed capital stock or shares of the corporation or association. The 
directors or trustees of corporations and joint stock associations shall be jointly and severally 
liable to the creditors and stockholders for all moneys embezzled or misappropriated by the 
()fficers of such corporation or joint stock associat10n during the term of office of such director 
or trustee. 

SEC. 4. 'l1he term corporations, as used in this article, shall be construed to include all asso­
ciations and joint stock corupan1es having any of the powers or privileges of corporations not 
possessed by individaals or partnerships; and all corporations shall have the right to sue, and 
shall be subject to he sued, in all Courts, in like cases as natural persons. 

SEc. 5. The Legislature shall have no power to pass any Act granting any charter for bank­
ing purposes, but corporations or associat10ns may be formed for such purposes under general 
laws. No corporation, assoc1ation, or individual &hall issue or put in circulation, as money, 
anything but the lawful money of the United States. 
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8.Ec. 6. All existing charters, grants, franchises, special or exclusive privileges, under which 
Q,n actual and bona fide organization shall not have taken place, and business been coinmenced 
in good faith, at the time of the adopt10n of this Constitution, shall thereafter have no validity. 

SEC. 7. The Legislature shall not extend any franchise or charter, nor remit the forfeiture 
of any franchise or cha1·ter of any corporation now existing, or which shall hereafter exist 
under the laws of this State. 

SEC, s. rrhe exercise of the right of eminent dmnain shall never be so abridged or c>onstrued 
as to prevent the Legislature from taking the property and franchises of incorporated companies 
and subjecting them to public use the same as the property of individuals, and the exercise of 
the police power of the State shall never be so abridged or construed as to permit corporations 
to conduct their business n1 such manner as to infringe the rights of ind1viduals or the general 
we!l-bemg of the State. 

S,:c. 9. No corporation shall engage in any business other than that expressly authorized in 
its charter, or the law under which it may have been or may hereafter be organized; nor shall 
it hold for a longer period than five years any real estate except such as may be necessary for 
carrying on its business. 

S,:c, 10. The Legislature shall not pass any laws permitting the leasing or alienation of any 
franchise, so as to relieve the franchise or property held thereunder from the liabilities of the 
lessor or grantor, lessee or grantee, contracted or incurred in the operation, use, or enjoyment 
of such franchise or any of its privileges. 

SEC. 11. No corporation shall issue stock or bonds, except for money paid, labor done, or 
property actually received, and all fictitious increase of stock or indebtedness shall be void. 
'l'he stock and bonded indebtedness of corporations shall not be increased except in pmsuance 
of general law, nor without tbe consent of the persons holding the larger amount m value of 
the stock, at a meeting called for that purpose, giving sixty days' public notice, as may be pro­
vided by law. 

S>:o. 12. In all elections for directors or managers of corporations every stockholder shall 
hav·c the right to vote, in person or by proxy, the number of shares of stock owned by him for 
as many persons as there are directors or managers to be elected, or to cumulate said shares and 
give one candidate as many votes as the number of directors multiplied by the number of his 
shares of stock shall equal, or to distribute thetn, on the same principle, a1nong as many can­
didates as he shall think fit; and such directors or managers shall not be elected in any other 
1nanner, except that 1nembers of coOperative societies fanned for agricultura1, mercantile, and 
manufacturing purposes, may vote on all questions affecting such societies in manner prescribed 
by law. 

SEC. 13. The State shall not in any manner loan its credit, nor shall it subscribe to, or be 
interested in the stock of any company, association, or corporation. 

Sm. 14, Every corporation other than religious, educational, or benevolent, organized or 
doing business in tl11s State, shall have and maintain an office or place in this State for the 
transact10n of its business, where transfers of stock shall be made, and in which shall be kept, 
for inspection by every person having an interest therein, and leg1slative com1n1ttees, books in 
which shall be recorded the amount of capital stock subscribed, and by whom; the names of 
the owners of its stock, and the amounts owned by them respectively; the amount of stock paid 
in, and by whom; the transfers of stock; the amount of its assets and liabilities, and the names 
and places of residence of its officers. 

SEC. 15. No corporation organized outside the limits of this State shall be allowed to trans­
act business within this State on more favorable conditions than are prescribed by law to simi­
lar corporations organized under the laws of this State. 

S1t]C. 16. A corporation or association may be sued in the county where the contract is made 
or is to be performed, or where the obligation or liability arises, or the breach occurs; or in the 
county where the prn1cipal place of business of such corporation is situated, subject to the power 
of the Comt to change the place of trial as in other cases. · 

Si.:c. 17. All railroad, r.anal, and other transportation companies are declared t.o be common 
carriers, and subject to legislative control. Any association or corporation organized for the 
purpose, under the laws of this State, shall have the right to connect at the State line with 
railroads of other States. Every railroad company shall have the right with its road to inter­
sect, connect with, or cross any other railroad, and shall receive and transport each the other's 
passengers, tonnage, and cars, without delay or discrimination. 

SEO. 18. No president, director, officer, agent, or employe of any railroad or canal company 
shall be interested, directly or indirectly, in the furnishing of material or supplies to such 
company, nor in the business of transportation as a common carrier of freight or :passengers 
over the works owned, leased, control!ecl, or worked by such company, ~xcept such mterest in 
the business of transportation as lawfully flows from the ownership of stock therein. 

S,;c. rn. No railroad or other transportation company shall grant free passes, or passes or 
tickets at a discount, to any person holding any office of honor, trust, or profit in this State; 
and the acceptance of any such pass or ticket by a member of the Legislature, or any public 
officer other than Railroad Cmnmissioner, shall work a forfeiture of his office. 

SEC. 20. No railroad company or other common carrier shall combine or make any contract 
with the owners of any vessel that leaves port or makes port in this State, or with any common 
carrier, by which combination or contract the earnings of one doing the carrying are to be 
shared by the other not doing the carrying. And whenever a railroad corporation shall, for 
the purpose of competing with any other common carrier, lower its rates for transportation of 
passengers or freight from one point to another, such reduced rates shall not be agarn raised or 
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inci·eased from such standard without the consent of the governmental authority in which 
shall be vested the power to regulate fares au<l freights. 

S"o· 21. No discrimination in charges or facilities for transportation shall be made by any 
railroad or other transportation company between places or persons, or in the facilities for the 
transportation of the same classes of freight or passengers within this State, or com1ng frmn or 
going to any other State, Pei·sons and property transported over any railroad, or by any other 
transportation company or individual, shall be delivered at any station, landing, or port, at 
charges not exceedmg the charges for the transportation of 11ersons and property of the same 
class, in the same direction, to any more rhstant station, port, or landing. Excursion and com ... 
mutation tickets may be issued at special rates. 

S.:c. 22. ·'l.'he State shall be divided into three districts, as nearly equal in population as 
practicable, in each of which one Railroad Commissioner shall be elected by the qualified elect­
ors thereof al the regular gubernatorial elections, whose salary shall be fixed by law, and whose 
terrn of office shall be four years, c01nmencing on the first Monday after the first day of Jan­
uary next succeedmg their elect10n. Said Commissioners shall be qualified electors of thrn 
State and of the distnct from which they are elected, and shall not be mterested in any railroad 
corporation, or other transportation company, as stockholder, creditor, agent, attorney, or 
employe; and the act of a majority of said Commissioners shall be deemed the act of said Com­
mission. Said Commissioners shall have the power, and 1t shall be their duty, to establish 
rates of cha,.ges fo1· the transportation of pruisengers and freight by railroad or other transporta­
tion companies, and publish the same from tiine to time, with such changes as they 1nay make; 
to examine the books: records, and papers of all railroad and other transportation companies., 
and for this purpose they shall have power to issue subprenas and all other necessary process; 
to b('ar and determine complai11ts against railroad and other transportation comranies, to send 
for persons and papers, to adm1rnster oaths, take testimohy 1 and punish for conten1pt of their 
orders and processes, in the same 1nanner and to the sa1ne extent as Courts of record, and 
enforce their decisions and correct abuses through the medium of the Courts. Said Commis­
sioners shall prescribe a un1fonn systen1 of accounts to be kept by all such corporatrnns and 
companies. Any ra1lroad corporation or transportation con1p!1n.y whfoh shalJ fa.1J or refuse to 
conform to such rates as shall be established by such Commiss10ners, or shall charge rates in 
excess thereof, or shall fail to keep their accounts m accordance with the system prescribed by 
the Commission, shall be fined not exceeding twenty thousand dollars for each offense, and 
every officer, agent, or employe" of any such corporatio11 or company, who shall demand or 
receive rates in excess thereof, or who shall in any manner violate the provisions of this section, 
shall be fined not exceeding five thousand dollars, or be imprisonea in the county jail not 
exceeding one year. Jn all controversies, civil or crnn1nal, the rates of fares and freights estab­
lished by said Commission shall be deemed conclusively just and reasonable, and many action 
against such corporatwn or company for damages sustained by charging excessive rates, the 
plaintiff, in nddition to the actual damage, may, in the d1scretion of the .Judge or jury, recover 
exemplary damages. Said Commission shall report to the Governor, annually, their proceedings, 
and such other facts as may be deemed important, Nothing m this sect10n shall pt·event indi­
viduals from maintaining actions aga1nst any of such companies. 'l'he Legislature may, in 
addition to any penalties herein prescribed, enforce this article by forfeiture of charter or other­
wise, and may confer such further powers on the Commissioners as shall be necessary to enable 
them to perform the duties enjomed on them in this and the foregoing section. The Legisla­
ture shall have power, by a two-thirds vote of all thP- 1nembers elected to each House, to 1emove 
any one or more of said Commissioners from office, for dereliction of duty, or corruption, or 
incon1petency; and whenever, from any cause, a vacancy in office shall occur 1n said Commis­
sion, the Governor shall fill the sa1ne by the appointment of a quah:fied person thereto, who 
shall hold office for the residue of the unexpired term, and until his successor shall have been 
elected and qualified. 

, SEC. 23. Until ihe Legislature shall district the State, the following shall be the railroad 
districts: The First District shall be composecl of the Counties of Alpine, Amador, Butte, Cala­
veras, Colusa, Del Norte, .El Dorado, Humboldt, Lake, Lassen, Mendocino, n-'Iodoc, Napa, 
Nevada, Placer, Plumas, Sacramento, Shasta, Sierra, S1sk1you, Solano, Sono1na, Sutter, 'I1ehama, 
Trinity, Yolo, and Yuba, from which one Railroad Commiss10ner shall be elected. The Second 
District shall be composed of the Counties of Marin, San Francisco, and San Mateo, from which 
one Railroad Commissioner shall be elected. The Third District shall be composed of the 
Counties of Alameda, Contra Costa, Fresno, Inyo, Kern, Los Angeles, l\tianposa, Merced, Mono, 
Monterey, San Benito, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Joaqu1n, San Luis Obispo, Santa. Bar­
bara, Santa Clara, Santa C!'uz, Stanislaus, Tulare, '~ruolurnne, and Ventura, from which one 
Railroad Commissioner shall be elected. 

SKc. 24. The Legislature shall pass all laws necessary for the enforcement of the provisions 
of this article. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

Rl<~'ENUE AND TAXATION• 

SECTION 1. All property in the State, not exempt under the laws of the United States, shall 
be taxed in proportion to its value, to be ascertained as provided by law. The word "prop­
erty," as used in this article and section, is hereby declared to include moneys, credits, bonds, 
stocks, dues, franchises, and all other matters and th1ngs, real, personal, and mixed, rapable of 
private ownership; provided, that growing crops, propei·ty used exclusiYely for public schools, 
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and such as may belong to the United States, this State, or to any county or municipal corpo­
ration within this State, shall he exempt from taxation. The Legislature may provide, except 
in case of credits secured by mortgage or trust deed, for a deduction from credits of debts due 
to bona fide residents of this State. 

S•c. 2. Land, and the improvements thereon, shall be separately assessed. Cultivated and 
uncultivated land, of the same quality, and similarly situated, shall be assessed at the same 
value. 

SHc. 3. Every tract of land containing more than six hundred and forty acres, and which 
has been sectionized by the United Stettes Government, shall be assessed, for the purposes of 
taxation, by sectio11B or fractions of sections. The Legislature shall provide by law for the 
assessment, in small tracts, of all lands not sectionized by the United States Government. 

S•c. 4. A mortgage, deed of trust, contract, or other obligation by which a debt is secured, 
shall, for the purposes of assessment and taxation, be deemed and treated as an interest in the 
property affected thereby. Except as to railroad and other quasi public corporations, in case of 
debts so secured, the value of the property affected by such mortgage, deed of trust, contract, 
or obligation, less the value of such security, shall be assessed and taxed to the owner of the 
property, and the value or such security shall be assessed and taxed to the owner thereof, in 
the county, city, or district in which the property affected thereby is situate. The taxes so 
levied shall be a lien upon the property and security, and may be paid by either party to such 
security; if paid by the owner of the security, the tax so levied upon the property affected 
thereby shall become a part of the debt so secured; if the owner of the property shall pay the 
tax so levied on such security, it shall constitute a payment thereon, and to the extent of such 
payment a full discharge thereof; provided, that if any such security or indebtedness shall be 
paid by any such debtor or debtors, after assessment and before the tax levy, the amount of 
such levy may likewise be retained by such debtor or debtors, and shall be computed according 
to the tax levy for the preceding year. 

SRC. 5. Every contract hereafter made, by which a debtor is obligated to pay any tax or 
assessment on money loaned, or on any mortgage, deed of trust, or other lien, shall, as to any 
interest specified therein, and as to such tax or assessment, be null and void. 

SEc. 6. The power of taxation sha,11 never be surrendfred or suspended by any grant or 
contract to which the State shall be a party. 

SEC. 7. The Legislature shall have the power to provide, by law, for the payment of all 
taxes on real property by installments. 

S,c. 8. The Legislature shall, by law, require each taxpayer in this State to make and 
deliver to the County Assessor, annually, a statement, under oath, setting forth specifically all 
the real and personal property owned by such taxpayer, or in his possessrnn, or under his con­
trol, at twelve o'clock meridian on the first Monday of March. 

SEC. 9. A State Board of Equalization, consisting of one member from each Congressional 
District in this State, as the same existed in eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, shall be elected 
by the qualified electors of their respective districts, at the general election to be held in the 
year one thousand eight hundred and eighty-six, and at each gubernatorial election thereafter, 
whose term of office shall be for four years; whose duty it shall be to equalize the valuation of 
the taxable property in the several counties of the State for the purposes of taxation. The Con­
troller of State shall be ex officio a member of the Board. The Boards of Supervisors of the 
several counties of the State shall constitute Boards of Equalization for their respective counties, 
whose duty it shall be to equalize the valuation of the taxable property in the county for the 
purpose of taxation; provided, such State and County Boards of Equalization are hereby author­
ized and empowered, under such rules of notice as the County Boards may prescribe, ru, to the 
county assessments, and under such rules of notice as the State Board may prescribe as to the 
action of the State Board, to increase or lower the entire assessment roll, or any assessment con­
tained therein, so 9,s to equallze the assessment of the property contained in said assessment 
roll, and make the assessment conform to the true value in money of the property contained 
in said roll; provided, that no Board of Equalization shall raise any mortgage, deed of trust, 
contract, or other obligation by which a debt is secured, money, or solvent credits, above its 
face value. The present State Board of Equalization shall continue in office until their succes­
sors, as herein provided for, shall be elected and shall qualify. The Legislature shall have 
power to redistrict the State into four districts as nearly equal in population as practical, and to 
provide for the elections of members of said Board of Equalization. [Amendment adopted 
November 4, 1884.] 

SEc. 10. All property, except as hereinafter in this section provided, shall be assessed in 
the county, city, city and county, town, township, or district in which it is situated, in the 
manner prescribed by law. The franchise, roadway, roadbed, rails, and rolling stock of all 
railroads operated in more than one county in this State shall be assessed by the State Board of 
Equalization, at their actual value, and the same shall be apportioned to the counties, cities 
and counties, cities, towns, townships, and districts in which such railroads are located, in 
proportion to the number of miles of railway laid in such counties, cities and counties, cities, 
towns, townships, and districts. 

SEc. ll. Income taxes may be assessed to and collected from persons, corporations, joint­
stock associations, or companies resident or doing business in this State, or any one or more of 
them, in such cases and amounts and in such manner as shall be vrescribed by law. 

SEc. 12. The Legislature shall provide for the levy and collection of an annual poll tax 
of not less than two dollars on every male inhabitant of this State, over twenty-one and under 

4* 
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sixty years of age, except paupers, idiots, insane persons, and Indians not taxed. Said tax 
shall be paid into the State School Fund. 

SEC. 13. The Legislature shall pass all laws necessary to carry out the provisions of this 
article, 

ARTICLE XIV. 

WATim AND WATER RIOHTS. 

SECTION 1- The use of all water now appropriated, or that may hereafter be appropriated, for 
sale, rental, or distribution, is hereby declared to be a public use, and subject to the regulation 
and control of the State, in the manner to be prescribed by law; provided, that the rates or com­
pensation to be collected by any person, company, or corporation in this State for the use of 
water supplied to any city and county, or city or town, or the inhabitants thereof, shall be fixed, 
annually, by the Board of Supervisors, or city and county, or City or Town Council, or other 
governing body of such city and county, or city or town, by ordinance or otherwise, in the 
manner that other ordmances or legislative acts or resolutions are passed by such body, and shall 
continue in force for one year and no longer. Such ordinances or resolut10ns shall be passed in 
the month of February of each year, and take effect on the first day of July thereafter. Any 
Board or body failing to pass the necessary ordinances or resolutions fixing water rates, where 
necessary, within such time, shall be subject to peremptory process to compel action at the suit 
of any party interested, and shall be liable to such further processes and penalties as the Legis­
lature may prescribe. Any person, company, or corporation collecting water rates in any city 
and county, or city or town in this State, otherwise than as so established, shall forfeit the fran­
chises and waterworks of such person_. company, or corporation, to the city and county, or city 
or town, where the same are collected, for the public use. 

SEC. 2. The right to collect rates or compensation for the use of water supplied to any county, 
city and county, or town, or the inhabitants thereof, is a franchise, and cannot be exercised 
except by authority of and in the manner prescribed by law. 

ARTICLE XV. 

HARBOR FRONTAGE, ETC, 

SECTION 1. The right of eminent domain is hereby declared to exist in the State to all front· 
ages on the navigable waters of this State. 

SEC, 2. No individual, partnership, or corporation, claiming or possessing the frontage or 
tidal lands of a harbor, bay, inlet, estuary, or other navigable water in this State, shall be per• 
mitted to exclude the right of way to such water whenever it is required for any public purpose, 
nor to destroy or obstruct the free navigation of such water; and the Legislature shall enact 
such laws as will give the most liberal construction to this provision, so that access to the navi· 
gable waters of this State shall be always attainable for the people thereof. 

S.:c. 3. All tide lands within two nliles of any incorporated city or town in tbis State, and 
fronting on the waters of any harbor, estuary, bay, or inlet used for the purpose of navigation, 
shall be withheld from grant or sale to private persons, partnerships, or corporations. 

ARTICLE XVI. 

ST.A.TE INDEBTEDNESS .. 

SECTION 1. The Legislature shall not, in any manner, create any debt or debts, liability or 
liabihties, which shall, singly or in the aggregate with any previous debts or liabilities, exceed 
the sum of three hundred thousand dollars, except in case of war to repel an invasion or sup­
press insurrection, unless the same shall be authorized by law for some single object or work to 
be distinctly specified therein, which law shall provide ways and means, exclusive of loans, for 
the payment of the interest of such debt or liability as it falls due, and also to pay and discharge 
the prmcipal of such debt or liability within twenty years of the time of the contracting thereof, 
and shall b& irrepealable until the principal and interest thereon shall be paid and discharged; 
but no such law shall take effect until, at a general election, it shall have been submitted to the 
people, and shall have received a majority of all the votes cast for and against it at such election; 
and all moneys raised by authority of such law shall be applied only to the specific object 
therein stated, or to the payment of the debt thereby created, and such law shall be published 
in at least one newspaper in each county, or city and county, if one be published therein, 
throughout the State, for three months next preceding the election at which it is submitted to 
the people. The Legislature may at any time after the approval of such law by the people, if 
no debt shall have been contracted in pnrsuance thereof, repeal the same. 

ARTICLE XVII. 

LAND AND HOMESTEAD EXEMPTION. 

Sl!CTION 1. The Legislature shall protect, by law, from forced sale, a certain portion of the 
homestead and other property of all heads of families. 
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S,;c. 2. 'rhe holding of large tracts of land, uncultivated and unimproved, by individuals 
or corporations, is against the public interest,. and should be discouraged by aJl means not 
inconsrntent with the rights of private property, 

S;;c. 3. Lands belonging to this State, which are suitable for cultivation, shall be granted 
only to actual settlers, and m quantities not exceeding three hundred and twenty acres to each 
settler, under such conditions as shall be prescribed by law. 

ARTICLE XVIII. 

},:~n:NDING AND REVISING THE CONSTITUTION. 

S>:CTION 1. Any amendment or amendments to this Constitution may be proposed in the 
Senate or Assembly, and if two thirds of all the members elected to each of the two Houses 
shall vote in favor thereof, such proposed amendment or amend1nents shall be entered in their 
Journals, with the yeas and nays taken thereon; and it shall be the duty of the Legislature to 
submit such proposed amendment or amendments to the people, in such manner, and at such 
time, and after such publication, as may be deemed expedient. Shoul,l more amendments than 
one be submitted at the same election, they shall be so prepared and distinguished, by numbers 
or otherwise, that each can be voted on separately. If the people shall approve and ratify such 
amendment or amendments, o, .. any of them, by a majority of the qualified electors voting 
thereon, such amendment or amendments shall become a part of this Constitutwn. 

SJ<C. 2. Whenever two thirds of the members elected to each branch of the Legislature shall 
deem it necessary to revise this Constitution, they shall recommend to the electors to vote at the 
next general election for or against a Convention for that purpose, and if a majority of the 
electors voling at such election on the proposition for a Convention shall vote i1l favor thereof, 
the Legislature shall, at its next session, provide by law for calling the same. The Convention 
shall consist of a number of delegates not to exceed that of both branches of the Legislature, 
who shall be chosen in the same manner, and have the same quahfications, as nrnmbers of the 
Legislature. The delegates so elected shall meet, within three months after their election, at 
such place as the Legislature may direct. At a special election, to be provided for by Jaw, the 
Constitution that may be agreed upon by such Convention, shall be submitted to the people for 
their ratification or rejection, in such manner as the Convent1011 may determine. The returns 
of such election shall, in such manner as the Convention shall direct, be certified to the Execu­
tive of the State, who shall call to his assistance the Controller, Treasurer, and Secretary of 
State, and compare the returns so certified to him; and it shall be the duty of the Executive to 
declare, by his proclamat10n, such Constitution as may have been ratified by a majority of all 
the votes cast at such special election, to be the Constitution of the State of California. 

ARTICLE XIX. 

CHINESE. 

SECTION l. 'rhe Legislature shall prescribe all necessary regulations for the protection of the 
State, and the counties, cities, and towns thereof, from the burdens and evils arising from the 
presence of ali aliens who are or may become vagrants, paupers, mendicants, criminals or 
invalids ail!icted with contagious or infectious diseases, and from aliens otherwise dangerous or 
detrimental to the well-being or peace of the State, and to impose conditions upon which such 
persons may reside in the State, and to provide the means and modes of their removal from the 
State, upon failure or refusal to comply with such conditions; provided, that nothing contained 
in this section shall be construed to impair or limit the power of the Legislature to pass such 
police laws or other regulations as it may deem necessary. 

SEC. 2. No corporation now existing or hereafter formed nnder the laws of this State, shall, 
after the adoption of this Constitution, employ, directly or indirectly, in any capacity, any 
Chinese or Mongolian. The Legislature shall pass such laws as may be necessary to enforce 
this provision. 

SJ<C. 3. No Chinese shall be employed on any Stat.e,county, municipal, or other public work, 
except in punishment for crime. 

SEC. 4. The presence of foreigneTs ineligible to become citizens of the United States is 
declared to be dangerous to the well-being of the State, and the Legislature shall discourage 
their immigration by all the means within its power. Asiatic coolieism is a form of human 
slavery, and is forever prohibited in this State, and all contracts for coolie labor shall be void. 
All companies or corporations, whether formed in this country or any foreign country, for the 
importation of such labor, shall be subject to such penalties as the Legislature may prescribe. 
The Legislature shall delegate all necessary power to the incorporated cities and towns of this 
State for the removal of Chinese without the limits of such cities and towns, or for their loca­
tion within prescribed portions of those limits, and it shall also provide the necessary legisla­
tion to prohibit the introduction into this State of Chinese after the adoption of this Constitution. 
This section shall be enforced by appropriate legislation. 
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ARTICLE XX. 

MISCl<~LLANimus SUBJECTS. 

SECTION I. The City of Sacramento is hereby rleclared to be the seat of government of this 
State, and shall so remain until changed by law; but no law changing the seat of government 
shall be valid or binding unless the same be approved and ratified by a majority of the quaJi­
fied electors of the State voting therefor at a general State election, under such regulations and 
provisions as the Legislature, by a two-thirds vote of each House, may provide, submitting the 
question of change to the people. 

SEC, 2. Any citizen of this State who shall, after the adoption of this Constitution, fight a 
duel with deadly weapons, or send or accept a chaJlenge to fight a duel with deadly weapons, 
either withm this Sta,te or out of it, or who shall act as second, or knowingly aid or assist in 
any manner those thus offending, shall not be allowed to hold any office of profit, or to enjoy 
the right of suffrage under this Constitution. 

SEC, 3. Members of the Legislature, and all officers, executive and judicial, except such 
inferior officers as may be by law exempted, shall, before they enter upon the duties of their 
respective offices, take and subscribe the following oath or affirmation: 

"I do solemnly swear (or affirm, as the case may be,) that I will support the Constitution of 
the United States and the Constitution of the State of California, and that I will faithfully dis­
charge the duties of the office of ---, according to the best of my ability." 

And no other oath, declaration, or test shall be required as a qualification for any office or 
public trust. 

SEC. 4. All officers or Commissioners whose election or appointment is not provided for by 
this Constitution, and all officers or Commissioners whose offices or duties may hereafter be 
created by law, shall be elected by the people or appointed, as the Legislature may direct. 

SEC, 5. The fiscal year shall commence on the first day of July. 
SEC, 6. Suits may be brought against the State in such manner and in such Courts as shall 

be directed by law. 
SEC. 7, No contract of ma1Tiage, if otherwise duly made, shall be invalidated .for want of 

conformity to the requirements of any religious sect. 
SEC. 8. All property, real and personal, owned by either husband or wife before marriage, 

and that acquired by either of them afterwards by gift, devise, or descent, shall be their sepa­
rate property. 

SEC, 9. No perpetuities shall be allowed except for eleemosynary purposes. 
SEc. 10. Every person shall be disqualified from holding any office of profit in this State 

who shall have been convicted of havmg given or offered a bribe to procure his election or 
appointment. 

SEC. 11. Laws shall be made to exclude from office, serving on juries, and from the right of 
suffrage, persons convicted of bribery, perjury, forgery, malfeasance in office, or other high 
crimes. The privilege of free suffrage shall be supported by laws regulating elections and pro­
hibiting, under adequate penaJties, all undue influence thereon from power, bribery, tumult, 
or other improper practice. 

SEc. 12. Absence from this State, on business of the State or of the United States, shaJl not 
affect the question of residence of any person, 

SEc. 13. A plurality of the votes given at any election shall constitute a choice, where not 
otherwise directed m this Constitution. 

SEC, 14. The Legislature shall provide, by law, for the maintenance and efficiency of a 
State Board of HeaJth. 

SEC, 15. Mechanics, material men, artisa,ns, and laborers of every class, shall have a lien 
upon the property upon which they have bestowed labor or furnished material,for the value of 
such labor done and material furnished; and the Legislature shall provide, by law, for the 
speedy and efficient enforcement of such liens. 

SEC, 16. When the term of any officer or Commissioner is not provided for in this Constitu­
tion, the term of such officer or Commissioner may be declared by law; and, if not so declared, 
such officer or Commissioner shall hold his position as such officer or Comn1issioner during the 
pleasure of the authority making the appointment; but in no case shall such term exceed four 
years. 

SEC, 17. Eight hours shall constitute a legal day's work on all public work. 
SEC, 18, No person shall, on account of sex, be disqualified from entering upon or pursuing 

any lawful business, vocation, or profession. 
SEC, 19. Nothing in this Const1tut1on shall prevent the Legislature from providing, by law, 

for the payment of the expenses of the Convention framing this Constitution, including the per 
diem of the delegates for the full term thereof, 

SEC, 20. Elections of the officers provided for by this Constitution, except at the election iu 
the year eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, shall be held on the even numbered years next 
before the expiration of their respective terms, The terms of such officers shall commence on 
the first Monday after the first day of January next followmg their election. 
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ARTICLE XXI. 

BOUNDARY. 

SECTION 1. The boundary of the State of California shall be as follows: Commencing at 
the pomt of intersection of the forty-second degree of north latitude with the one hundred and 
twentietl1 degree of longitude west from Greenwich, and running south on the line of said one 
hundred and twentieth degree of west longitude until it intersects the thirty-ninth degree of 
north latitude; thence running in a straight line, in a southeasterly direction, to the River 
Colorado, at a point where it mtersects the thirty-fifth degree of north latitude; thence down 
the middle of the channel of said river to the boundary line between the United States and 
Mexico, as established by the treaty of May thirtieth, one thousand eight hundred and forty­
eight; thence running west and along said boundary line to the Pacific Ocean, and extending 
therein three English miles; thence running in a northwesterly direction and following the 
direction of the Pacific Coast to the forty-second degree of north latitude; thence on the line of 
said forty-second degree of north latitude to the place of beginning. Also, including all the 
islands, harbors, and bays along and adjacent to the coast. 

ARTICLE XXII. 

SCHEDULE. 

That no mconvenience may arise from the alteratione and amendments in the Constitution of 
this State, and to carry the same into complete effect, it is hereby ordained and declared: 

S>:0TION 1. That all laws in force at the adoption of this Constitution, not inconsistent there­
with, shall remam in full force and effect until altered or repealed by the Legislature; and all 
rights, actions, prosecutions, clahns, and contracts of the State, counties, lndividuals, or bodies 
corporate, not inconsistent therewith, shall continue to be as valid as if this Constitution had 
not been adopted. The provisions of all laws which are inconsistent with this Constitution shall 
cease upon the adoption thereof, except that all laws which are inconsistent with such provisions 
of this Constitution as req_uire legislation to enforce them shall remain in full force until the 
first day of July, eighteen hundred and eighty, unless sooner altered or repealed by the Leg­
islature. 

SEc. 2. That all recognizances, obligations, and all other instruments entered into or exe­
cuted before the adoption of this Constitution, to t};lis State, or to any subdivision thereof, or any 
municipality therein, and all fines, taxes, penalties, and forfeitures due or owing to this State, 
or any subdivision or 1nunicipality thereof, and all writs, prosecutions, actions, and causes of 
action, except as herein otherwise provided, shall continue and remain unaffected by the adop­
tion of this Constitution. All indictments or informations which shall have been found, or may 
hereafter be found, for any crime or offense committed before this Constitution takes effect, may 
be proceeded upon as if no change had taken place, except as otherwise provided in this Con­
titutian. 

S,,c. 3. All Courts now existing, save Justices' and Police Courts, are hereby abolished ; and 
all records, books, papers, and proceedings from such Courts, as are abolished by this Consti~ 
tution, shall be transferred, on the first day of January, eighteen hundred and eighty, to the 
Courts provided for in this Constitution; and the Courts to which the same are thus transferred 
shall have the same power and jurisdiction over them as if they had been in the first instance 
commenced, filed, or lodged therein. 

SEC. 4. The Supermtendent of Printing of the State of California shall, at least thirty days 
before the first We<lnesday in May, A. D. eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, cause to be 
printed at the State Printing Office, in pamphlet form, simply stitched, as many copies of this 
Constitution as there are registered voters in this State, and mail one copy thereof to the Post 
Office address of each registered voter; provided, any copies not called for ten days after reach­
ing their delivery office, shall be subject to general distribution by the several Postmasters of 
this State. The Governor shall issue his proclamation, giving notice of the election for the 
adoption or rejection of this Constitution at least thirty days before the said first Wednesday of 
May, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, and the Boards of Supervisors of the several counties 
shall cause sa..id proclan1ation to be 1nade public in their respective counties, and general notice 
of said election to be given at least fifteen days before said election. 

SEc. 5. The Superintendent of Printing of the State of California shall, at least twenty days 
before such election, cause to be printed and delivered to the Clerk of each county in this State 
five times the nu1nber of properly prepared ballots for said election that there are voters in said 
respective counties, with the words printed thereon: "For the new Constitution." He shall 
likewise cause to be so printed and delivered to said Clerks five times the number of properly 
prepared ballots for said election that there are voters in said respective counties, with the words 
printed thereon: "Against the new Constitution." The Secretary of State is hereby authorized 
and required to furnish the Superinter.dent of State Printing a sufficient quantity of legal ballot 
paper, now on hand, to carry out the provisions of this section. 

SEC, 6. The Clerks of the several counties in the State shall, at least five days before said 
elect10n, cause to be delivered to the Inspectors of Election, at each election precinct or polling 
place in their respective counties, smtable registers, poll-books, forms of return, and an equal 
number of the aforesaid ballots, which number, in the aggregate, must be ten times greater than 
the number of voters in the said election precincts or pollmg places. The returns of the number 
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of votes cast at the Presidential election in the year eighteen hundred and seventy-six shall 
serve as a basis of calculation for tbis and the preceding section; provided, that the duties in this 
and the preceding section imposed upon the Clerks of the respective counties shall, in the City 
and Cbunty of San Francisco, be performed by the Registrar of voters for said city and county. 

SEc. 7. Every citizen of the United States, entitled by law to vote for members of the Assem­
bly in this State, shall be entitled to vote for the adoption or rejection of this Constitution. 

SEC, 8. The officers of the several counties of this State, whose duty it is, under the law, to 
receive and canvass the returns from the several preclncts of their respective counties, as well 
as of the City and County of San Francisco, shall meet at the usual places of meeting for such 
purposes on the first Monday after said election. If at the time of meeting, the returns from 
each precinct in the county m which the polls were opened have been received, the Board must 
then and there proceed to canvass the returns; but if all the returns have not been received, 
the canvass must be postponed from time to time until all the returns are receiyed, or until the 
second Monday after said election, when they shall proceed to make out returns of the votes 
cast for and against the new Constitution; and the proceedings of said Boards shall be the same 
as those prescribed for like Boards in the case of an election for Governor. Upon the comple­
tion of said canvass and returns, the said Board shall immediately certify the same, in the 
usual form, to the Governor of the State of California. 

SEC. 9. The Governor of the State of California shall, as soon as the returns of said election 
shall be received by him, or within thirty days after said election, in the presence and with the 
assistance of the Controller, Treasurer, and Secretary of State, open and compute all of the 
returns received of votes cast for and against the new Constitution. If, by such examination 
and computation, it is ascertained that a majority of the whole number of votes cast at such 
election is in favor of such new Constitution, the Executive of this State shall, by his procla, 
mation, declare such new Constitution to be the Constitution of the State of California, and 
that it shall take effect and be in force on the days hereinafter specified. 

SEC. 10. In order that future elections in this State shall conform to the requirements of this 
Constitution, the terms of all officers elected at the first election under the same shall be, 
respectively, one year shorter than the terms as fixed by law or by this Constitution; and the 
successors of all such officers shall be elected at the last election before the expiration of the 
terms as in this section provided. The first olbcers chosen after the adoption of this Constitu­
tion, shall be elected at the time and in the manner now provided by law. Judicial officers 
and the Superintendent of Public Instruction shall be elected at the time and in the manner 
that State officers are elected . • SEC. 11. All laws relative to the present judicial system of the State shall be applicable to the 
judicial system created by this Constitution until changed by legislation. 

S•c. 12. This Constitution shall take effect and be in force on and after the fourth day of 
July, eighteen hundred and seventy-nine, at twelve o'clock meridian, so far as the same relates 
to the election of all officers, the commencement of their terms of office, and the meeting of 
the Legislature. In all other respects, and for all other purposes, this Constitution shall take 
effect on the first day of January, eighteen hundred and eighty, at twelve o'clock meridian. 

J. P. HOGE, President. 
Attest: Eowrn F. SMITH, Secretary. 
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STATUTES. 





STATUTES OF CALIFORNIA 
PASSED AT TllE 

TWENTY-SEVENTH SESSION OF THE LEGISLATURE. 

CHAPTER I. 

An Act to appropriate money to pay the contingent expenses oj 
the Senate, f m· the twenty-seventh session of the Legislature. 

[Approved February 5, 1887.J 

'l'he People of the State of California, represented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as follows: 

SECTION 1. The sum of twenty-five thousand dollars is Approprla­

hereby appropriated out of any moneys in the State Treas- tion. 

ury not otherwise appropriated, to pay the contingent 
expenses of the Senate, for the twenty-seventh session of the 
Legislature. 

SEC. 2. The Controller is hereby directed to draw his 
warrants on the General Fund for the amounts herein made 
payable, and the Treasurer to pay the same. 

SEC. 3. 'fhis Act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. 

CHAPTER II. 

An Act to increase the number of Jiidges of the Superior C011;rt 
of the County of Los Angeles, State of California, and for the 
appointment of such additional Judges. 

[Approved February 7, 1887.] 

The People of the State of California, represented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as follows: 

SECTION 1. The number or Judges of the Superior Court :!'d'.i~tiona1 
of the County of Los Angeles, State of California, is hereby ~~~!ri~;r 
increased from two to four. Court for 

SEC. 2. Within ten days after the passage of this Act, the ti~~~ele• 
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Governor to Governor shall appoint two additional Judges of the Superior 
appoint. 
When. Court of the County of Los Angeles, State of California, who 

shall hold office until the first Monday after the first day of 
January, A. D. eighteen hundred and eighty-nine. At the 
ne1't general election two Judges of the Superior Court of said 
county shall be elected in said county, who shall be succes- . 
sors of the Judges appointed hereunder, to hold office for the 
term prescribed by the Constitution and by law. 

Salaries. SEc. 3. The salaries of said additional Judges shall be the 
same in amount, and be paid at the same time and in the 
same manner as the salaries of the other Judges of the Supe­
rior Court of said county now authorized by law. 

SEc. 4. This Act shall take effect and be in force from and 
after its passage. 

CHAPTER III. 

An Act t(!_provide for the permanent support and improvement 
of the Univ~rsity of California by the levy of a rate of taxation 
and the creation of a fund therefor. 

[Approved February 14, 1887.] 

The People of the State of Galif m·nia, represented in Senate and 
Assembly,,do enact as follows: 

Unjve~tyof SECTION 1. There is hereby levied, annually, for each 
~~~!~~~'~, fiscal year, an "ad valorem" tax of one cent upon each one 
fritlm ad tax hundred uollars of value of the taxable property of the 
v orem • State, which tax shall be collected by the several officers 

charged with the collection of State taxes, in the same man­
ner and at the same time as other State taxes are collected, 
upon all or any class of property, which tax is for the sup­
port of the University of California. 

State Board SEC. 2. The State Board of Equalization, at the time 
~1~:iiauza- when it annually determines the rate of State taxes to be 
declare levy. collected, must at the same time declare the levy of said 

rate of one cent, and notify the Auditor and Board of Super­
visors of each county thereof. 

Money col­ SEc. 3. The money collected from said rate, after deduct­
lected to be ing the proportionate share of expenses of collecting the 
paid into 
State same to which other State taxes are subject, must be paid 
Treasury. into the State Treasury, and to be by the State Treasurer 

converted into a separate fund, hereby created, to be called 
the" State University Fund." 

StateUniver- SEC. 4. The money paid into the said "State University 
~~;;. !;;1;. Fund" is hereby appropriated, without reference to fiscal 
priated, etc. years, for the use and support of the University of California, 

and is exempted from the provisions of part three, title one, 
article eighteen, of an Act entitled "An Act to establish a 
Political Code," approved March twelfth, eighteen .hundred 

r,~:!,';;'ir:!e and seventy-two, relating to the Board of Examiners. When 
~ 1111,'.1by there is any money in the said fund, the same may be drawn 
R~en~~ out upon the order of the Board of Regents of the University 
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of California, or such officers of the Board as may be duly, 
authorized thereto. Upon the receipt of the order, the Con­
troller must draw his warrant upon the State Treasurer, 
payable to the order of the Treasurer of the University of 
California, out of the said "State University Fund." 

SEO. 5. The money derived from said fund must be Money to bo 

applied only to the support and permanent improvement of ~ti;:~;~0°r~Iy 

the University, and the Board of Regents must include in etc. ' 

its biennial report to the Governor a statement of the manner 
and for what purposes the money was expended. 

SEo. 6. This Act takes effect immediately. 

CHAPTER IV. 

An Act to provide for an improvement of the State Capitol, and 
f m· an appropriation to pay for the same. 

[Approved February 17, 1887.] 

The People of the Slate of California, represented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as follows: 

SECTION 1. 'l'he Secretary of State is authorized to alter a Room for 

room on the first floor of the State Capitol, to be used exclu- ~i;t· 
sively by ladies, and the sum of twelve hundred and forty-six 
and thirteen one hundredths ($1,246 13) dollars is hereby 
appropriated out of the General Fund in the State Treasury 
to pay for tht1 same. 

SEC. 2. This Act shall take effect immediately. 

CHAPTER V. 

An Act to provide for a Contingent Fund for the Assembly,for 
the twenty-seventh session of the Legislature. 

[Approved February 18, 1887.] 

The People of the State of California, represented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as follows: 

SECTION 1. The sum of twenty-five thousand (25,000) dol- Appropri•· 

lars is hereby appropriated out of any funds not otherwise twn. 

appropriated, to provide a Contingent Fund for the Assem-
bly for the twenty-seventh session of the Legislature. 

SEc. 2. This Act shall take effect and be in force from and 
after its passage. 

' 
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CHAPTER VI. 

An Act making an appropriation to pay the deficiency in the 
appropriation j or the s·upport of the State Prison, at Folsom, 
for the thirty-eighth fiscal year. 

[Approved Februa~y 24, 1887.] 

'The People of the State of California, represented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as follows: 

Deficiency . SECTION 1. The sum of thirteen thousand dollars is 
appropria­ hereby appropriated out of any money in the State Treas­
tion State 
Prison, at ury not otherwise appropriated, to pay the deficiency in the 
Folsom. appropriation for the supfort of the State Prison, at Folsom, 

£or the thirty-eighth fisca year. 
SEc. 2. This Act shall take effect immediately. 

CHAPTER VIL 

An Act making an appropriation to pay the deficiency in the 
appropriation for the support of the State Prison, at Folsom, 
for the thirty-seventh fiscal year. 

rApproved February 24, 1887.J 

The People of the State of California, represented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as follows: 

Deficiency SECTION 1. The sum of twelve thousand nine hundred 
appropria­
tion State dollars is hereby appropriated out of any money in the 
Prison, at State Treasury not otherwise appropriated, to pay the defi­
Folsom. ciency in the appropriation for the support of the State 

Prison at :B"olsom, for the thirty-seventh fiscal year. 
SEc. 2. This Act shall take effect immediately. 

CHAPTER VIII. 

An Act to amend section two thousand nine hundred and fifty­
five of an Act entitled "An Act to establish a Civil Code," 
approved March 21, 1872, relating to chattel mortgages. 

[Approved February 28, 1887.] 

The People of the State of California, represented in Senate and 
Assembly,· do enact as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section two thousand nine hundred and fifty­
five of an Act entitled" An Act to establish a Civil Code," 
approved March twenty-first, eighteen hundred and seventy­
two, is hereby amended so as to read: 
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2955. Mortgages may be made upon: 
First-Locomotives, engines, and other stock of a railroad. Amends_,ec­

Second-Steamboat machinery, the machinery used by ma- gi~0~.:i~t-
chini~ts, foundryme1?-, and mecl~anics. ~i~ti~i 

Third-Steam engmes and boilers. mortgages. 

Fourth-Mining machinery. 
Fifth-Printing presses and material. 
Sixth-Professional libraries. 
Seventh_:Instruments of surveyors, physicians, or dentists. Irstruments 

Eighth-Upholstery and furniture used in hotels, lodging ~tc~umyors, 

or boarding houses, when mortgaged to secure the purchase 
money of the articles mortgaged. 

Ninth-Growing crops. 
Tenth-Vessels of more than fl ve tons burden. 
Eleventh-Instruments, negatives, furniture, and fixtures 

of a photograph gallery. 
'lw~lfth-The machinery, casks, pipe~, t\:bes, ,an_d utensils ~~c~is'!~'T;,_ 

US(ld in the manufacture or storage of wine, fruit brandy, ma;',uracture 
fruit syrups, or sugar; also, wines, fruit brandy, fruit syrup, ofwine,etc. 

or sugar, with the cooperage in which the same is contained. 
Thirteenth-Pianos and organs. 
SEC. 2. This Act shall have effect and be in force on and 

after its passage. 

CHAPTER IX. 

An Act concerning the payment of the expenses and costs of the 
trial of persons charged with the violation of the laws Joi· the 
preservation of fish in the navigable waters of this State. 

[Approved February 28, 1887.] 

The People of the State of California, represented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as follows : 

SECTION 1. The costs and expenses of all trials which Expenses of 

shall hereafter be had in any county of this State, of any ~:!'v~~l:i:­
person charged with having, on any of the navigable waters i~i,pro-

of this State, violated any of the provisions of any law of this ;~:0fu~ ":res• 
State for the preservation of fish, and the costs of keeping and ~r;•~0 n of 

guarding such person, and the execution of the sentence of w'i,~my 

said person by said county, shall be borne and.paid by the borne. 

State. 
SEC. 2. Any claim against the State for costs or expenses Claims 

named in this Act shall be presented to the Board of Exam- sfrst 

iners of the State
1 

certified by the District Attorney of the • e. 

county in which tne trial was had, and shall be acted upon 
by said Board as other claims against the State are acted on, 
and paid in the same manner. 

SEc. 3. This Act shall take effect immediately. 
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Amendment 

Appropria­
tion. 

Proviso. 

Appropria­
tion~ 

CHAPTER X. 

An Act to amend" An Act to appropriate money for the support 
of aged persons in indigent circumstances residing in the Home 
of the Veterans' Home Association," approved March 7, 1883. 

[Approved February 28, 1887.] 

The People of the State of California, represented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as fallows: 

SECTION 1. Section one of "An Act to appropriate money 
for the support of aged persons in indigent circumstances 
residing in the Home of the Veterans' Home Association," 
approved March seventh, eighteen hundred and eighty-three, 
is amended so as to read as follows: 

Section 1. There is hereby appropriated out of any money 
in the State Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the 
support and maintenance of veterans of the late Mexican 
and civil wars, in indigent circumstances, residing in the 
Veterans' Home, under the auspices of the Veterans' Home 
Association, a corporation duly created and existing under 
the laws of this State, the sum of one hundred and fifty 
dollars per annum for each veteran duly admitted to and 
residing in such Home; provided, that in no one year shall a 
sum exceeding thirty thousand dollars be paid by virtue of 
such appropriation. 

SEC. 2. This Act shall be in force from and after its pas­
sage. 

CHAPTER XL 

An Act making an appropriation for the deficiency in the appro­
priation for the support of the State Printing Office, for the 
fiscal year ending June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and eighty-
seven. 

[Approved February 28, 1887.] 

The People of the State of California, represented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as follows: 

SECTION 1. The sum of twenty-five thousand dollars 
($25,000) is hereby appropriated out of any money in the 
State Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the payment 
of the deficiency in the appropriation for the support of the 
State Printing Office, for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, 
eighteen hundred and eighty-seven. 

SEC. 2. This Act shall take effect immediately. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

An Act to appropriate the sum of ten thousand dollars for the 
construction of an additional cottage at the Veterans' Home, 
under the auspices of the Veterans' Home Association, and 
for the completion of the principal bv,ilding already in use, and 
to improve the water supply of said Home. 

LApproved February 28, 1887.J 

The People of the State of California, rep1·esented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as j allows : 

SECTI_ON 1. There is hereby appropriated ou~ of any Appropria­
money m the State 'l'reasury not otherwise appropriated, the tion. 

sum of ten thousand dollars, for the construction of an addi-
tional cottage at the Home of the Veterans' Home Associa-
tion; for the completion of the principal building already in water 
use there, and to improve the water supply of said Home. supply. 

SEC. 2. This Act shall take effect immediately. 

CHAPTER XIII. 

An Act to amend sections six himdred and one, six hundred and 
seven, six hundred and ten, six hundred and eleven, six hun­
dred and twelve, six hundred and seventeen, six hundred and 
twenty-nine, and six hundred and thirty of the Political Code 
of this State, all of said sections relating to insurance. 

[Approved March 4, 1887.] 

The People of the State of California, represented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as fallows: 

SECTION 1. Section six hundred and one of the Political 
Code is amended to read as follows: 

601. In case any person, upon the requisition of the Duties or 
Commissioner, fails to make up the deficiency of the cap- ~ommi,- d 

ital in accordance with the requirements of this chapter, ~~::,~i;.:;. 
or to comply in all respects with the laws of this State, the General. 
Commissioner must communicate the fact to the Attorney­
General, who must, within twenty days after receiving such 
communication, commence an action in the name of the 
people of this State, in the Superior Court of the county 
where the person in question is located or has his principal 
office, against such person, and apply for an order requiring 
cause to be shown why the business should not be closed; 
and the Court must thereupon hear the allegations and 
proofs of the respective parties as in other cases. If it ap-
pears to the satisfaction of the Court that such person is 
insolvent, or that the interests of the public so require, the 
Court must decree a dissolution of such corporation, and a 
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winding up of its affairs and a distribution of the effects of 
such person; but otherwise, the Court must enter a decree 
annulling the act of the Commissioner in the premises, and 

Liabilities or authorizing such person to resume business. But the Com­
~i~!!!'· missioner must not be held liable for damages, if he has 

· acted in good faith. In the event of any additional losses 
occurring upon new risks taken after the expiration of the 
period limited by the Commissioner in the requisition, and 

L(abilities of before deficiency has been filled up, the Directors of any com­
D1rect-0ni. pany, corporation, or association, are individually liable to 

the extent thereof. 
SEc. 2. Section six hundred and seven of the Political 

Code is amended to read as follows: 
File with 607. The Commissioner must cause every corporation or 
!fa::'.~ person, before engaging in the business of insurance, to file in 

his office as follows: 
1. If incorporated under the laws of this State, a copy of 

the articles 0£ incorporation or statement 0£ any increatle or 
diminution of the capital stock, certified by the Secretary of 
State to be a copy of that which is filed in his office. 

Articles of 2. If incorporated under the laws of any other State or 
!~';;'.'P0

'"· country, a copy of the articles of incorporation, if organized 
or formed under any law requiring articles to be filed, duly 
certified by the officer having the custody of such articles; or 
if not so organized, a copy of the law, charter, or deed of 
settlement under which the deed of organization is made, 
duly certified by the proper custodian thereof, or proved by 
affidavit to be a copy; also, a certificate under the hand and 
seal of the proper officer of such State or county having 
supervision of insurance business therein, that such corpora­
tion or company is organized under the laws of such State or 
country, with the amount of capital stock or assets required 
by this chapter. 

Location of 3. If not incorporated, a certificate setting forth the nature 
~n\.~tpa1 and character of the business, the location of the principal 

office, the names of the persons and of those composing the 
association, the amount of actual capital employed or to be 
employed therein, and the names of all officers and persons 
by whom the business is or may be managed. The certificate 
must be verified by the affidavit of the chief officer, Secretary, 
agent, or manager of the association; and if there are any 
written articles of agreement or association, a copy thereof 
must accompany such certificates; provided, however, when 
the number of persons composing such association shall 
exceed ten, such certificate need not state the names of any 
greater number of persons than ten, who shall be of the 
largest shareholders; and if such association of persons be 
formed out of the United States, the said certificate need not 
contain the names of any officers or managers other than 
those resident within the United States, nor any statement of 
capital not employed within the United States, and the affi­
davit may be made by the chief executive officer or manager 
in the United States. 

SEc. 3. Section six hundred and ten of the Political Code 
is amended to read as follows: 
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610. The Commissioner must require from every corpo- Duties of 

ration or person doing the business of insurance in this State, ~~:;1 
... 

statements verified as follows: · 
1. If it be made by a corporation organized under the laws 

of this State, by the oaths of the President and Secretary, or 
the Vice-President and Secretary thereof. 

2.· If it be made by an individual or firm, by the oath of such 
individual or a member of the firm. 

3. If made by a foreign insurance company or person, by 
the oath of the principal executive officer thereof, or manager 
residing within the United States. 

SEc. 4. Section six hundred and eleven of the Political 
Code is amended to read as follows: 

611. All corporations or persons doing the business of ~tatement of 

insurance in this State must make and file with the Iusur- d~:eni:state. 

ance Commissioner, on or before the fifteenth day of January 
of each year, a statement, verified by the oath of the principal 
executive officer or manager residing in this State, showing 
the business done in this State during the year ending the 
thirty-first day of December then next preceding. They shall 
also make and file with said Commissioner, at the times here-
inafter mentioned, further statements, which must exhibit the 
condition and affairs of every such corporation, person, firm, 
or association, on the thirty-first day of December then next 
preceding, which statements, as adjusted by the Commissioner 
upon a proper examination of the same, must be published by 
such corporation, person, firm, or association, daily, for the 
period of one week

1 
in some news_paper published in the city Publication 

where the principal office in this State is located. Such state- in d:;~Y 
ment, if made by a person, or corporation organized under the pal) • 

laws of this State, must be filed with the Commissioner on or 
before the first day of February of each year. I£ made by a 
person or persons residing in, or corporation organized under 
the laws of any other of the States or 1'erritories of the United 
States, it must be filed on or before the tenth day of March of 
each year. And if made by a person, or corporation organized 
under the laws of any country foreign to the United States, it 
must be filed on or before the first day of May of each year. 

SEC. 5. Section six hundred and twelve of the Political 
Code is amended to read as follows: 

612, Such statement, if made by fire, marine, and inland capital 
insurance companies, or by companies organized under sec- stock, etc. 

tion four hundred and twenty of the Civil Code, must show: 
First-The amount of the capitarstock of the company. 
Second-1'he property or assets held by the company, speci­

fying: 
1. The value of real estate held by said company. 
2. The amount of cash on hand and deposited in banks to 

the credit of the company, specifying the same. 
3. The amount of cash in the hands of agents, and in 

course of transmission. 
4. The amount of loans secured by bonds and mortgages, 

constituting the first lien on real estate, on which there is 
less than one year's interest due or owing. 
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Capital 5. The amount of loans on which interest has not been paid 
stock, etc. within one year previous to such statement. 

6. The amount due the company on which judgments have 
been obtained. 

7. The amount of stocks of this State, of the United States, 
or any incorporated city of this State, and of any other stocks 
owned by the company, specifying the amount, number of 
shares, and par and market value of each kind of stocks. 

8. The amount of stocks held as collateral security for 
loans, with the amount loaned on each kind of stock, its par 
value and market value. 

9. The amount of interest due and unpaid. 
10. 'rhe amount of all other loans made by the company, 

specifying the same. 
11. The amount of premium notes on hand on which pol­

icies are issued. 
12. All other property belonging to the company, speci-

fying the same. 
Third-The liabilities of such company, specifying: 
1. The amount of losses due and unpaid. 
2. The amount of claims for losses resisted by the company. 
3. The amount of losses in process of adjustment or in sus­

pense, including all reported or supposed losses. 
4. The amount of dividends declared, due and remaining 

unpaid. 
5. The amount of dividends declared, but not due. 
6. The amount of money borrowed and security given for 

the payment thereof. 
7. Gross premium (without any deductions) received and 

receivable upon all unexpired fire risks running one ,year or 
less from date of policy, reinsurance thereon at fifty per cent. 

8. Gross premiums (without any deductions) received and 
receivable upon all unexpired fire risks running more than 
one year from the date of policy, reinsurance thereon pro rata. 

9. Gross premiums ( without any deductions) received and 
receivable upon all unexpired marine and inland navigation 
risks, except time risks, reinsurance thereon at one hundred 
per cent. 

10. Gross premiums (without any deductions) received and 
receivable on marine time risks, reinsurance thereon at fifty 
per cent. 

11. Amount reclaimable by the insured on perpetual fire 
insurance policies, being ninety-five per cent of the premiums 
or deposit received. 

12. Reinsurance fund and all other liabilities, except capi­
tal, under the life insurance or any other special department. 

13. Unused balances of bills and notes taken in advance for 
premiums on open marine and inland policies, or otherwise, 
returnable on settlement. 

14. Principal unpaid on scrip or certificates of profits, which 
have been authorized or ordered to be redeemed. 

15. Amount of all other liabilities of the company, specify­
ing the same. 

Fourth-The income of the company during the preceding 
year, specifying: 



11 TWENTY-SEVENTH SESSION. 

1. The amount of cash premiums received. 
2. The amount of notes received for premiums. . 
3. The amount of interest money received, specifying the ~~~~~~tc. 

same. 
4. The amount of income received from all other sources, 

specifying the same. 
Fifth-The expenditures of the preceding year, specifying: 
1. The amount of losses paid. 
2. The amount of dividends paid. 
3. The amount of expenses paid, including commissions 

and fees to agents and. officers of the company. 
4. The amount paid for taxes. 
5. The amount of all other payments and expenditures. 

1. The amount of risks written during the year. 
2. The amount of risks expired during the year. 
3. The amount of risks written during the year in the State 

of California. 
4. The amount of premiums thereon. 

Sixth: 

Provided, that any foreign fire, marine, or inland insur- Provi,o. 

ance company, incorporated or not incorporated, doing busi-
ness within this State, having on deposit at any place within 
the United States, assets to thi:i amount of two hundred 
thousand dollars over and above its liabilities in the United 
States, as security for the policy holders therein, may at its 
option make a separate statement to the Insurance Commis­
sioner of its foreign business and assets, but shall be required 
to return only the business done in the United States, and 
the assets held by or for it within the United States for the 
protecti.on of policy holders therein. 

SEC. 6. Section six hundred and seventeen of the Politi­
cal Code is amended to read as follows: 

617. The Commissioner must collect the sum of one eonection 

hundred dollars from any company or corporation engaged a_nd ~•P0 •1-

in the business of insurance in this State, for a failure to ~~~a1t1es. 

make and file in his office within the time prescribed by 
law, the statements and stipulations required by sections six 
hundred and ten, six hundred and eleven, six hundred and 
twelve, six hundred and thirteen, and six hundred and six-
teen of this Code, and an additional penalty of two hun-
dred dollars for each and every month or fractional part of 
a month thereafter that such company or corporation con-
tinues to transact the business of insurance until such state-
ments and stipulations are filed; and for that purpose suits 
may be instituted by the Insurance Commissioner, in the 
name of the people of the State of California, in any Court 
of competent jurisdiction. And for all lawful expenses in-
curred under this section, or any other section of this Code, 
in the prosecution of any suit or proceeding for the enforce-
ment of the insurance laws of this State, the Insurance Com­
missioner must present bills duly certified by him, with the 
vouchers, to the State Board of Examiners, who must allow 
the same and direct payment thereof to be made; and the 
Controller shall draw warrants therefor on the Treasurer for 
the payment of the same to the Insurance Commissioner 

http:protecti.on
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(in addition to the ordinary contingent expenses) out of the 
General Fund. 

SEC. 7. Section six hundred and twenty-nine of the Polit­
ical Code is amended to read as follows: 

salary of 629. The annual salary of the Deputy of the Insurance 
Deputy. Commissioner is eighteen hundred dollars. 

SEC. 8. Section six hundred and thirty of the Political 
Code is amended to read as follows: 

Appropria- 630. The Commissioner may procure room·s for his office 
!~!;~!~:'1- at a rent not_ to exc_eed seventy-five dotlars per month, 
office. and may provide a smtable safe and furmture therefor; he 
~}i:1:i"JY, may also provide stationery, fuel, printing, and other con­
pri.n'ting. veniences necessary for the transaction of the business of 

his office. Out of the funds paid into the State Treasury by 
the Insurance Commissioner, there shall be set aside and 
reserved each and every year the sum of two thousand dol­
lars, as a special fund, to be called the Insurance Commis­
sioner's Special Fund. All expenditures authorized in this 
section must be audited by the Board of Examiners, who 
must allow the same and direct payment thereof to be made; 
and the Controller shall draw warrants therefor on the State 
Treasury for the payment of the same to the Insurance Com­
missioner out of the said Insurance Commissioner's Special 
Fund. 

SEC. 9. All Acts or parts of Acts in conflict with the pro­
visions of this Act are hereby repealed; and this Act shall 
take effect from and after its passage. 

CHAPTER XIV. 

An Act to amend sections three and seven hundred and sixty­
eight of an Act entitled "An Act to provide for the organization, 
incorporation, and government of municipal corporations," 
approved March 13, 1883, relating to the jormation of such 
corporations, and the pleading and proof of the organization 
thereof required in any civil or criminal action, and the num­
ber of voters required at elections held to determine the ques­
tion of incurring municipal indebtedness. 

[Approyed March 4, 1887.J 

The People of the State of California, represented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section three of an Act entitled" An Act to 
provide for the organization, incorporation, and government 
of municipal corporations," approved March thirteenth, eigh­
teen hundred and eighty-three, is hereby amended so as to 
read as follows: 

Section 3. Such elections shall be conducted in accord­Manner of 
conducting ance with the general election laws of the State, and no 
elections. person shall be entitled to vote thereat unless he shall be a 

qualified elector of the county, enrolled upon the Great Reg-
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ister thereof, and shall have resided within the limits of ~utya°\ 
such proposed corporation for at least sixty days next pre- si;;rv1,ors. 
ceding such election. The Board of Supervisors shall meet 
on the Monday next succeeding such election and proceed 
to canvass the votes cast thereat; and if, upon such canvass, 
it appears that a majority of the votes cast are for the incor­
poration, the Board shall, by an order entered upon their 
minutes, declare such territory duly incorporated as a muni-
cipal corporation of the class to which the same shall belong, 
under the name and style of the city (or town, as the case 
may be) of -- (naming it), and shall declare the persons 
receiving, respectively, the highest number of votes for such 
several offices to be duly elected to such offices. Said Board 
shall cause a copy of such order, duly certified, to be filed in 
the office of the Secretary of State, and from and after the 
date of such filing such incorporation shall be deemed com-
plete, and such officers shall be entitled to enter immediately 
upon the duties of their respective offices, upon qualifying in 
accordance with law, and shall hold such ofiices, respectively, 
only until the next general municipal election, to be held in 
such city, or town, and until their successors are elected and 
qualified; and it shall not be necessary in any action, civil 
or criminal, to plead or prove the organization or existence 
of such corporation, nor the passage, existence, or validity of 
any ordinance thereof, and Courts shall take judicial cogni-
zance thereof without proof. 

SEc. 2. Section seven hundred and sixty-eight of said Act 
is hereby amended, so as to read as follows: 

Section 768. If, at any time, the Board of Trustees shall Special 

deem it necessary to incur any indebtedness in excess of the f!~';;;on 10 

money in the Trea~ury apJ?licable to the pUrJ)OS~s for ";hich ~~~:bted­
such mdebtedness is to be mcurred, they shall give notice of · 
a special election by the qualified electors of the city, to be 
held to determine whether such indebtedness shall be in­
curred. Such notice shall specify the amount of indebted-
ness proposed to be incurred, the purpose or purposes, if the 
question of indebtedness for more than one purpose be pro-
posed, of the same, and the amount of money necessary to be 
raised annually, by taxation, for an interest and sinking 
fund for each purpose, as hereinafter provided. Such notice 
shall be published for at least two weeks in some newspaper 
published in such city; and no other question or matter shall 
be submitted to the electors at such election. If, upon a can-
vass of the votes cast at such election, it appears that not less 
than two thirds of all the qualified electors voting at such 
election shall have voted in favor of incurring such indebt­
edness, it shall be the duty of the Board of Trustees to pass 
an ordinance providing for the mode of creating such indebt­
edness, and of paying the same; and in such ordinance 
provision shall be made for the levy and collection of an 
annual tax upon all the real and personal property subject 
to taxation within such city, sufficient to pay the interest on 
such indebtedness as it falls due; and, also, to constitute a 
sinking fund for the payment of the principal thereof within 
a period of not more than twenty years from the time of 
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Board of contracting the same. It shall be the duty of the Board of 
Trustees to Trustees, in each year thereafter, at the time at which other levy tax. 

taxes are levied, to levy a tax sufficient for such purposes in 
addition to the taxes by this chapter authorized to be levied. 
Such tax, when collected, shall be kept in the Treasury as a 
separate fund, or funds, in case indebtedness be incurred for 
different purposes, to be inviolably appropriated to the pay­
ment of the principal and interest of such indebtedness. 

SEc. 3. This Act shall be in force from and after its pas­
sage. 

CHAPTER XV. 

An Act for the remuneration of Elisha 0. Crosby, for money 
advanced to andjor the State of California. 

[Approved March 5, 1887.] 

The People of the State of California, represented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as follows: 

~ppropri~- SECTION 1. There is hereby appropriated out of any 
~f;!ii.CJ~,m money in the General Fund not otherwise appropriated, the 
Crosby. sum of thirty-eight hundred and forty-two dollars, in favor of 

and payable to Elisha 0. Crosby, and the Controller of State 
is hereby authorized and directed to draw his warrant, and 
the Treasurer of State to pay the same; provided, that noth­
ing in section four hundred and fifty-three of the Political 
Code of this State be held to conflict with this Act; provided 
further, that the direction herein to the Controller is ex­
empteu from the operations of section six hundred and 
seventy-two (672) of said Code. 

SEc. 2. This Act shall take effect immediately after its 
passage. 

CHAPTER XVI. 

An Act to amend section five hundred and fourteen of an Act 
entitled an Act to establish a Political Code, approved March lf!, 
187ft, relating to the salary of the Deputy for the Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, and equalizing the same with the salaries 
paid the deputies for other State office1·s. 

[Approved March 5, 1887.] 

The People of the State of California, represented in Senate and 
Assembty, do enact as follows: 

8 1 f SECTION 1. Section five hundred and fourteen of the Po-
u~;~{y° litical Code is hereby amended to read as follows: 
:~r1,1;;.~:f:d- 514. The annual salary of the Deputy for the Superin­
rnstruction. tendent of Public Instruction is the same as the salary paid 
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to deputies for other State officers, namely, two thousand 
'four hundred dollars. 

SEC. 2. This Act shall take effect irnrnediately. 

CHAPTER XVII. 

An Act to app1·opriate 'Yfl,Oney to pay the claim of B. F. Langford. 

[Approved March 5, 1887.] 

The People of the State of California, represented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as follows: 

SECTION 1. The sum of five hundred and fifty-one and Appropria; 

eighty one hundredths dollars is hereby appropriated out of i0 ~.L~~~'." 
any money in the State Treasury not otherwise appropriated, ford,_ Com­

to pay the ·claim of B. F. Langford, a Commissioner appointed g'h~~~r;r 
by the Governor to select a site for the California Hospital Insane. 

for the Chronic Insane, as heretofore allowed and approved 
by the Board of Examiners, for traveling and other expenses 
incurred while acting as such Commissioner. 

SEC. 2. The Controller of State is hereby directed to draw 
his warrant for said sum, and the Treasurer of State is hereby 
directed to pay the same. 

SEc. 3. This Act shall take effect and be in force from and 
after its passage. 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

An Act to amend an Act entitled "An Act to require the payment 
of certain premiums to counties, and cities and counties, by 
fire insurance companies not or_qanized under the laws of the 
State of California, but doing business therein, and providing 
for the disposition of such premiums," approved March S, 
1885, by adding a new section thereto. 

[Approved March 4, 1887.] 

The People of the State of California, represented in Senate and 
Assembly, do enact as follows: 

SECTION 1. A new section, to be known as section seven, Disposition 
is hereby added to an Act entitled "An Act to require the ofpremiums. 

payment of certain premiums to counties, and cities and 
counties, by fire insurance companies not organized under the 
laws of the State of California, but doing business therein, 
and providing for the disposition of such premiums," ap-
proved March third, eighteen hundred and eighty-five, and 
to read as follows: 

Section 7. All actions hereafter commenced for the recovery 
of any moneys now due or payable, or which may hereafter 
become due or payable, under the provisions of section one 
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