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Qalifornia State Assembly

2007-2008 Regular Session

TaE UNVEILING OF THE ARTHUR OHNIMUS COLLECTION

Tuesday, April 1, 2008
12 noon
Assembly Chamber, State Capitol, Sacramento, CA

Hon. Fabian Nuiiez, Speaker of the Assembly, Presiding

SESSION IS CALLED TO ORDER
ADOPTION OF HOUSE RESOLUTION
INTRODUCTION OF SPECIAL GUESTS

Family Members of Bernice Wemple Ohnimus Crutcher
Mr. Anson Crutcher, Jr. (stepson) and wife Lillian
Ms. Lindsay Kayser Hendricks (niece) and children Kyle and Luke
Dr. Dana Wemple (nephew) and wife Peggy
Ms. Nancy Wemple (niece) and daughter Cindy Hefrin
Dr. Steven Kayser (nephew) and wife Terri
Ms. Italene Allen (caregiver)

Former and current Assembly members who served while
Ohnimus was Chief Clerk / Chief Administrative Officer

Hon. William Bagley
Hon. Mervyn Dymally
Hon. John T. Knox
Hon. Bob Monagan
Hon. Jerome Waldie

Assembly Chief Clerk Hired by Ohnimus in 1963
Mr. R. Brian Kidney (Chief Clerk 1988-1991)

Assembly Fellow during the Ohnimus Era
Hon. Ronald Robie (Assembly Fellow in 1961, Legislative staff in 1960s)

VIEW VIDEO MONTAGE
PRESENTATION OF RESOLUTION
ANNOUNCEMENT OF CAPITOL MUSEUM EXHIBIT AND INTERNET WEB LINK

ADJOURNMENT

SeVRo




The Arthur Ohnimus Collection &%

Arthur Allen Ohnimus (1893-1965)
was the first full-time employee of the
Assembly* and the longest serving As-
sembly Chief Clerk in the history of
California. Ohnimus served 45 years
as an Assembly employee, 37 of those
years as Chief Clerk. His wife Bernice
was the daughter of Lassen County As-
sembly Member N.V. Wemple (served
Arthur Ohnimus graduated from 1925-1929). Throughout their many
St. Ignatius Law School in 1921. years of marriage, Arthur and Bernice
The school was later renamed accumulated hundreds of historic doc-
University of San Francisco. uments and memorabilia and stored
them in their personal archives until Bernice died at age 94 in

September 2007.

On November 2, 2007, the Bernice Ohnimus Crutcher Estate do-
nated nine boxes of items to the Assembly Chief Clerk’s office. The
objects in the collection include Ohnimus’s letter advocating for
full-time Assembly personnel, the first Assembly employee manu-
al, and documentation of the modernization of the house, including
the installation of the electric voting system and public address
system. Documents show Ohnimus supervised some of the first
Assembly Fellows. Also included are letters from many historical

figures:
General Douglas MacArthur Many CA Assembly Members, Speakers,
General George Patton and Senators from 1923 to 1963
FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover U.S. Chief Justice Charles Hughes
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt U.S. Chief Justice Earl Warren
President Harry S. Truman U.S. Senator Thomas Kuchel
Caspar Weinberger U.S. Senator William Knowland
Lobbyist Arthur Samish Mayors of San Francisco and
Astronaut Alan Sheppard Los Angeles from 1920s to 1960s
Film-maker Cecil B. deMille Judges throughout the state,
Governors Merriam, Knight, Olson, including Stanley Mosk

Warren and Edmund Brown LA Times political editor Kyle Palmer

SF Chronicle political editor Earl Behrens

Based on a review of the collection, it appears that Ohnimus had

close friendships with Earl Warren, Pat Brown, Arthur Samish,
Governor Edmund (Pat) Brown  William Knowland, Goodwin Knight, Walter J. Little, journalists
(Courtesy of the California State Library)  Kyle Palmer and Earl Behrens, and other key figures in California

political history.

* Prior to 1957, the Legislature’s ability to employ staff was limited by the state
constitution. The Legislature was first authorized to hire full-time staff after voters
approved Proposition 14 in November 1956. The Assembly hired Ohnimus as its
first Chief Administrator (CAO) in 1957. Ohnimus held the dual roles of CAO and
Chief Clerk for several years thereafter.
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The Ohnimus Family and San Francisco

Arthur Ohnimus was a native San
Franciscan and served as Deputy
San Francisco District Attorney
from 1924 to 1944, so his connec-
tions to San Francisco politicians
were extensive. These “home-
town” relationships may explain
why the collection contains a large
quantity of correspondence and
news clippings focused on San
Francisco politics from 1903 to
the 1950s.

Arthur was born in San Francisco’s

South of Market neighborhood in 1893, a neighborhood once re-
ferred to as “south of the slot.” South of the slot was a reference
to the cable car slots that used to run down Market Street. He
was raised in the Western Addition and attended Hearst Gram-
mar School and Sacred Heart College. His father died when
Arthur was a child.

The family was active in San Francisco civic and cultural circles
in the late 19th Century and first half of the 20th Century. Arthur
Ohnimus’s father, Louis Juan Ohnimus (1857-1903), was Presi-
dent of the San Francisco Civil Service Commission in 1902. His
father was also Superintendent of the Woodward Gardens amuse-
ment park in the 1890s, where he oversaw the “Monarch” grizzly

Arthur Ohnimus
(middle) at age 6 in
San Francisco, 1899.

His father was at one
time the superinten-
dent of the Woodward
Gardens amusement
park & later a S.E city
official, and his mother
was manager of the
Stowe Lake Boat House
in Golden Gate Park
for 30 years.

bear exhibit, the last live grizzly bear ex-
hibited in California.

Arthur’s mother, Grace D. Ohnimus (born
Grace D. Pierce, died in 1937), was an ac-
tress, civic leader, and managed the Stowe
Lake Boat House in Golden Gate Park for
over 30 years. His uncle, John Ohnimus,
was a famous bohemian artist, mural
and sign painter, and author. San Fran-
cisco Mayor E.E. Schmitz (who would
later become infamous for his “shoot-to-
kill” order to quell looting after the 1906
Earthquake) was a pall bearer at Louis
Ohnimus’s funeral in April 1903.

The Woodward Gardens Amusement Park,

San Francisco, 1881

(Courtesy of California State Library)



Ohnimus, Progressivism, and Bay Area Politics

Hiram Johnson (pictured left) spearheaded the
Progressive movement in California in 1912.
(Courtesy of California State Library)

Like Ohnimus, Johnson’s political career began in the
District Attorney’s office in San Francisco. Ohnimus was
an admirer of Johnson and his non-partisan style.

Arthur Ohnimus’s first known experience in politics was
around 1914, when he campaigned for Progressive Party As-
semblyman Nick Prendergast, who represented the Sunset
District. The collection contains Ohnimus’s essays in favor
of Prendergast’s bill addressing cruelty to animals (AB 798,
1917 session) and a eulogy honoring the Assemblyman in
1921. Ohnimus also served on the Executive Committee for the Wilson-
Marshall Progressive Democratic League of San Francisco in the 1910s.

Based on correspondence spanning several decades, Ohnimus ap-
pears to have made many close friends in Bay Area political circles
(e.g., Earl Warren, William Knowland, Pat Brown, etc.). Based upon
letters in the collection, it appears Ohnimus may have played a role
in the nomination of William Knowland (publisher of the Oakland
Tribune) for the U.S. Senate when Senator Hiram Johnson died in
1945. Although Ohnimus was a registered Republican, he stressed
his Progressive roots and nonpartisan leanings in a
Sacramento Bee interview as he retired from the As-
sembly in 1963. He cited the iconic Progressive Hiram
Johnson as his political hero and defended the cross-
filing system as a cure to the ills of partisan politics.

Call Building in San Francisco, c. 1900
(Courtesy of California State Library) San Francisco City and Bay
(Courtesy of California State Library)




Items in the collection reveal that Ohnimus

worked as a reporter for various newspapers in San
Francisco during his younger years. He also wrote
for the newsletter of the California Retail Grocers
and Merchants Association. In 1915, Ohnimus was
hired as the Assembly Insurance committee clerk.
Working as a legislative attache in Sacramento in
that era was a part-time proposition, usually lasting
amonth or two. During this time, Ohnimus worked
alongside fellow Assembly clerks Arthur Samish and
Earl Warren; Samish would become arguably the
most powerful lobbyist in California history; and
Warren would become one of the most influential
U.S. Chief Justices. Ohnimus apparently enjoyed legislative work, Ohnimus shown during the
as he returned to the clerk’s office the following session (1917), serv- 1925 Session

ing as a stenographer and as a bookkeeper. It was during this time

that he also studied law at Saint Ignatius College in San Francisco.

Meanwhile, Ohnimus continued moving up in the clerk hierarchy
in Sacramento, serving as the Assistant Minute Clerk from 1919
to 1921. On January 3, 1921, the Assembly elected its first fe-
male Minute Clerk, Hattie Jewell Anderson. The following month,
Ohnimus was elected Minute Clerk. It was during this session that
the infamous “King Tax Bill” fight was waged, perhaps the fiercest
legislative battle in California history. (This was an effort by Sena-
tor King to impose taxes on public utilities. This measure was ve-
hemently opposed by corporations and the State Railroad Commis-
sion, which at the time regulated utilities.) As he was retiring in Assembly clerk i

. ; ) . . ssembly clerk in the post-
October 1963, Ohnimus cited the King Tax Bill episode as the most World War I era, alongside
contentious session he had ever seen, even more contentious than fellow clerks Arthur Ohnimus
the legendary “Unruh lockup” during the budget battle of July 1963. and Arthur Samish.

Earl Warren got his start as an

On June 10, 1921, Ohnimus earned his law de-
gree from Saint Ignatius. He was admitted
to the State Bar on March 7, 1922 and by De-
cember 1922, he opened his law office at 530
Mills Building at Bush and Montgomery Streets
in San Francisco. @ The Collection contains
Ohnimus’ diploma, law school year book, 1921
commencement program, and his law practice
grand opening announcement. In January 1923,
Ohnimus was elected Chief Clerk of the Assembly.

Governor Earl Warren
(Courtesy of California State Library)



an Francisco District Attorney’s Office
(1924-1944)

In 1924, Ohnimus was hired by District Attorney Matthew Brady
to work as a Warrant and Bond Clerk in the San Francisco Legal
Department. In 1936, Ohnimus became a Criminal Attorney in
the D.A’s office (Ohnimus spent a total of 20 years in the D.A.s
office). When the legislature was in session,
he would take a leave of absence to tend to
legislative affairs in Sacramento. Several
letters from Matthew Brady are contained
in the collection. Ohnimus’s legal career
in San Francisco’s District Attorney’s office
ended in late 1943, when he chose to move
to Sacramento to accept a new legal job
and to marry Bernice Wemple. Arthur
married Bernice on December 27, 1943 in
Santa Monica.

Assistant District Attorney Ohnimus (on left) in S.E courtroom, circa 1930s.
Prior to 1957, the Chief Clerk’s job was part-time, so Ohnimus

maintained full-time employment as Assistant D.A. of San Francisco

from 1924-1944, and as Deputy Attorney General from 1944-1957.

Deputy Attorney General (1944-1957)

In January 1944, Democratic Attorney General Robert W. Kenny
appointed Arthur Ohnimus as a Deputy Attorney General. Kenny
was an early advocate of civil rights in California. Ohnimus served
as a deputy under Attorneys General Robert W. Kenny (1943-47),
Frederick Howser (1947-51), and Edmund G. “Pat” Brown
(1951-59). The Collection contains numerous letters from each
of these men.

Caspar Weinberger and
Arthur Ohnimus, 1954.
(Courtesy of Sacramento Bee)

Assembly Member Caspar Weinberger
introducing a bill in 1954. Ohnimus
(on right) and Weinberger (on left)
were both San Francisco attorneys.
Weinberger became U.S. Secretary of
Defense in 1981.




Chief Administrative Officer

The collection offers an insider’s view of Ohnimus’s role as a leg-
islative officer during a time of great change in the legislature.
During his 37 years as Chief Clerk, Arthur Ohnimus oversaw the
transition of the legislature from a weak, part-time institution of-
ten beholden to the Governor and lobbyists, with a few temporary
clerks and stenographers, to a more independent, modern, hybrid
body with thousands of bill introductions, increasingly complex
legislation, and expanding staff levels (reaching

Ohnimus at his desk in the Assembly
Chamber, circa 1943.

Prior to construction of the Capitol
Annex, the desk of the Chief Clerk was
located in the Chamber:

over 500 session-related staff in the late 1950s).

Ohnimus oversaw the modernization of the legisla-
tive process, including the Assembly’s first electron-
ic voting system in 1935 and the first public address
system. He supervised some of the house’s first As-
sembly Fellows and saw the addition of the Capitol
Annex 1948-52. Numerous articles in the collec-
tion highlight the changes the legislature under-
went during Ohnimus’s administration of the house.

During his career, Ohnimus managed all Assembly employees and
was appointed as the first Chief Administrative Officer of the Rules
Committee in 1957. It was at this time that he resigned as Deputy
Attorney General to take on the full-time duties as Chief Clerk and
Chief Administrator. As the house’s parlia-

mentary expert, he managed the Assembly’s
transition from Robert’s Rules of Order to
Mason’s Manual of Legislative Procedure. Ina
November 1958 report entitled The Necessity
for aMore Permanent Organization, Ohnimus
argued for a full-time legislative staff to cope
with the expanding population of the state.
This was 9 years before Proposition 1la was
placed on the ballot to make California the
first state to employ a full-time legislature.

As Chief Administrator, he organized the staff
of the house for the first time in history. He
created job classifications, personnel manu-

als, and a secretarial pool. Ohnimus also su-
pervised some of the first Assembly Fellows, including James Driscoll
and Stuart Hall. Many of the Assembly Fellows in the early years were
assigned to Ohnimus’s staff at the Assembly Desk. Driscoll would
remain on the Chief Clerk’s staff and, 6 years later, would be selected
as Chief Clerk when Ohnimus retired.

Retiring clerk Ohnimus reviewing rules
with incoming clerk Driscoll in 1963.
(Courtesy of Sacramento Bee)

Driscoll was a member of the first class of
Assembly Fellows in 1957.



Ohnimus as Chief Clerk (Cont.)

Ohnimus in front of vote tally board, circa 1955.
Ohnimus oversaw the modernization of the legislative process,
including the Assembly’s first electric voting device in 1935.

In the Fall of 1963, Speaker Unruh and former Speaker Lincoln
coordinated a surprise “vacation fund” for Arthur Ohnimus as a
retirement gift, asking current and former legislators, friends, and
co-workers, to contribute $10 each. The Collection contains a
stack of letters from the scores of people that replied to Unruh’s call
for donations.

Although Ohnimus retired in 1963, his expertise was still needed
to revise the Assembly Rules. So, in 1964, the Assembly Rules
Committee contracted with Ohnimus for $1,500 to re-write the
Assembly Rules. He fell ill shortly after he completed his report
in March 1964. He died one year later, on March 13, 1965.

Ohnimus at the Assembly Desk
in the late 1940s.




Dhnimus and
“The San Francisco School of Politics”

The San Francisco Bay Area political “machines” of the early 20th
Century were dubbed by pundits as “The San Francisco School of
Politics.” As mentioned previously, these Bay Area political dynam-
ics produced such notable officials like Hiram Johnson, Pat Brown,
Earl Warren, and William Knowland. Upon Ohnimus’s retirement
in 1963, a newspaper columnist noted that this “School of Politics”
never graduated Ohnimus to higher office. Instead, Ohnimus qui-
etly served as a confidante, mentor, and sometimes tutor to many of
the great -and not so great- political figures in California history. In
the end, he was not unlike the violet he wrote of in a poem: “They
bud alone, in solitude they fade unseen.”

Arthur and Bernice Ohnimus, circa 1960.
Bernice was 20 years younger than Arthur
and lived 42 years after Arthur’s death in 1965.

The Violet
-by Arthur Ohnimus

Buried in foliage green
The sweetest flowers are seldom seen,
Hidden far from human sight
They live their simple, perfumed life.
Rarely seen, even by the prying sunbeam
They bud alone, in solitude they fade unseen.



in the Collection

Events of 1925

In 1925, the legislature was the sub-
ject of California newspaper headlines.
Several legislators and two legislative
officers were implicated in a scheme to
defeat a bill that would have regulated
Chinese herbal medicine. An investi-
gation was held and the legislative of-
ficers were censured. The Assembly
later reversed the action and cleared
both men of any wrongdoing.

Ohnimus’s Career Aspirations
Like many attorneys, Arthur Ohnimus
hoped to serve as a judge. In 1943,

Assembly in Session, c. 1920s.
(Courtesy of the
California State Library)

92 legislators signed a petition asking

the Governor to appoint Ohnimus to fill a judicial vacancy in San
Francisco, but the appointment had already been made. Despite
his numerous political connections, his legal experience, and his
expertise in legislative matters, Ohnimus never attained a judicial

appointment.

Ohnimus presiding over
session, c. 1940s.

Chief Clerk’s Nonpartisan Status Established
In 1936, a new majority was elected to the Cali-
fornia Assembly. It was proposed that Ohnimus
would remain as Chief Clerk but his staff would
be replaced. Ohnimus withdrew his name for
consideration as Chief Clerk and returned to San
Francisco to focus on his job as Assistant District
Attorney. Ohnimus’s steadfast opinion that the of-
fice should be nonpartisan guided his decision. In
1941, Speaker Gordon Garland reinstated Ohni-
mus as Chief Clerk. Today, the Chief Clerk’s office
continues to be a nonpartisan office.

1949 Artie Samish Article
In August 1949, Colliers Weekly magazine pub-
lished an article highlighting the career of power-

ful California lobbyist (and former assistant Assembly clerk) Artie
Samish. In response to the public outcry, the Assembly adopted a
resolution to ban Samish from the Capitol and passed a law requir-
ing lobbyists to register and report their financial activities.



Ohnimus Collection: Historical Treasures

The legislature is the major theme that runs though most of this
collection. Rare items include:

Memos and documents re: legislative operations, need for full-
time legislative staff

Parliamentary manuals, legislative documents, and books
dating to 1896

Handwritten Assembly payroll ledgers

Complete collection of Legislative Handbooks dating 1913 to
1960s

Campaign flyers dating to 1903

Assembly personnel manual for secretaries, 1957

Personal correspondence related to politics

Photographs of members, legislative offices and chamber
dating to 1920s

“Legislative Ball” dance cards from 1920s to 1940s

Inaugural ceremony programs

Hand-sewn dress and jacket made from the drapes hanging in the Assembly
Chamber (hand made by Nadene Kayser)

Hundreds of clippings from San Francisco and other California newspapers and
Native Sons of the Golden West newsletters

The Ohnimus Collection also includes magazines, books, pho-
tos, telegrams, postcards, holiday cards, etc. The bulk of the
Collection consists of hundreds of pieces of correspondence
from 1911 to 1964. Most of the letters are legislative busi-
ness, some are personal, and some are a mix of both. Some of
the correspondence is intriguing and insightful.

Capitol Building, c. 1890s.
(Courtesy of the California
State Library)

Ohnimus also created his own political scrap-
books that cover the 1920s through the 1950s.
These scrapbooks contain news clippings, cam-
paign materials, dance cards, etc. relating to the
legislature, politics, and Native Sons of the Gold-
en West (he was President of the San Francisco
chapter). Additionally, the Collection contains
a reel-to-reel audio tape of Ohnimus being inter-
viewed by Assemblyman Jack Beaver on KCAL ra-
dio in the late 1950s. In the interview, Ohnimus
discusses the customs of the Assembly, the history
of women in the Assembly, how legislators have
changed over time, and his job as Chief Clerk.

The contents of the Collection have only been briefly examined at this time. Plans
are underway to ensure that the materials are thoroughly studied, preserved, and
shared with researchers.

Note: all photos in this pamphlet were scanned from the Ohnimus Collection,
except where noted. This pamphlet is for educational purposes.
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Sacramento in early 1900s.
(Courtesy of the California
State Library)



Samples from the Ohnimus Collection

The Collection
contains hundreds
of letters, telegrams,
and cards from
important state and
national figures.

What follows is a
small sampling of
letters sent to

Arthur Ohnimus
during his long career.
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Letter from U.S. General Douglas MacArthur
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Letter from director Cecil B. DeMille
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Letter from U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

February 8, 1943

My dear Mr. Ohnimus:

Please accept my thanks for your kind-
ness in sending to me a copy of House Resolution
No. 77 adopted by the Assembly of the State of
California. I shall be greatly obliged if you
will tell the members of the Assembly how deeply
grateful T aﬁ for the loyal attitude manifested

by them.

Very sincerely yours,

%/M/M.%W

Honorable Arthur A. Ohnimus,
Chief Clerk,

California State Legislature,
Assembly Chamber,

Sacramento, California,
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Letter from U.S. President Harry Truman

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

January 25, 1949

Dear Mr. Ohnimus:

Please accept my thanks for your tele-
gram of January twenty-first embodying House
Resolution No. 55 adopted by the Assembly of the
State of California.

I should like the members of the Assembly
to know that I appreciate immeasurably their trib-
ute in honor of Tnauguration Day. It gives me
profound satisfaction to realize that this body of
legislators is supporting me with confidence and
good will. Such an assurance is a tremendous help
in meeting the responsibilities entrusted to me by
the American people.

Very sincerely yours,

/
y
/,

Honorable Arthur H. Ohnims,
Chief Clerk of the Assembly,
California Legislature,
Sacramento 1,

California.
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Letter from Artie Samish
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Letter from U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice Earl Warren
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U.S. Department of Justice letter during World War 11
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Page from a Native Sons of the Golden West newsletter in
the 1920s, highlighting Ohnimus’s life.




First page of a petition signed by 92 legislators, asking
Governor Warren to appoint Ohnimus as a judge.
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Letter from U.S. General George S. Patton during World War 11
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Letter of recommendation from
Assembly Speaker Frank Merriam in 1926
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Letter and pass from the City and County of San Francisco, inviting
Ohnimus to the founding meetings of the United Nations in 1945




Letter fom Ohnmius’s mentor/teacher in 1917, encouraging
Arthur to pursue his law degree
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Photographs courtesy of Sacramento Archives and Museum Collection Center, Sacramento Bee,
the California State Library—California History Room, and the Ohnimus Collection.





